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The Stature of Zacchaeus 


By Amos R. Wells 


ACCHZUS struggled with the crowd ; 
A little man was he. 
“ Vermin!’ he muttered half aloud, 
**I’ll make them honor me. 
Ah, when the taxes next are due, 
I'll tower as is meet: 
This beggarly, ill-mannered crew 
Shall cower at my feet.” 


’ 


Zaccheus climbed the sycomore 
(He was a little man), 

And as he looked the rabble o’er 
He chuckled at the plan. 

“I get the thing I want,” he said, 
“‘ And that is to be tall. 

They think me short, but by a head 
I rise above them all.” 


“ Zaccheus, come! I dine with you,” 
The famous Rabbi cried. 

Zaccheus tumbled into view 
A giant in his pride. 

He strutted mightily before 
That silly, gaping throng ; 

You’d think him six feet high or more, 
To see him stride along. 


Zacchzus listened to the Lord, 
And as he listened, feared : 

How was his life a thing abhorred 
When that pure Life appeared! 

Down to a dwarf he shrank away 
In sorrow and in shame. 

He owned his sins that very day, 
And bore the heavy blame. 


But as he rose before the crowd, 
(A little man, alack !) 

Confessed his guilt and cried aloud 
And gave his plunder back, 

I think he stood a giant then 
As angels truly scan, 

And no one ever thought again 
He was a little man: 


Practical Fighting 


Only far-sighted fighting is praetical. Only the 
long look ahead insures victory. In human warfare, 
such as is now convulsing the world, the farther 
ahead we look the sooner victory is likely to come. 
As Earl Reading said in a recent speech, “The surest 
way to bring the war to a quick conclusion is to pre- 
pare for a prolonged effort.” And preparing for a 
prolonged effort is the only practical course for the 
Christian in his spiritual warfare,—but even that will 
not bring his war to a quick conclusion; for that war 
is bound to last as long as he lives. Yet, continue 
though the Christian’s war must, he can have vic- 
tory in every battle, victory every moment and at 
every step. “Always led in triumph”. (2 Cor. 2: 14) 
is the victorious experience open to every Christian. 
But if he would have it, he must indeed “prepare for 
a prolonged effort’; he must “put on the whole 
armor of God,” that “having done all” he may 
“stand.” To win in this never-ending fight he must 
“lay aside every weight,” so that he may “run with 
patience the race that is set before” him,—and it is 
a prolonged race indeed. But it can be, after all, 
without any effort; the effort may be all turned over 
to Jesus, and the whole fight may be His, if we will. 
The fighting must be all His, if the victory is to be 
always ours. 

> a 


The ‘‘Love Your Neighbor” Fallacy 


Godless people love to talk about loving their 
neighbors. The man who frankly says he “has no 
religion” prides himself on being a good neighbor, 
and says he “guesses that will get him as far as 
anybody.”. The Abou Ben Adhem poem of Leigh 
Hunt, quoted everywhere, has done much to circulate 
this popular fallacy. Ben Adhem sees an angel writ- 
ing in a k of gold “the names of those ho love 
the Lord.” His own name is not there. “I pray 
thee, then,” he says, “Write me as one that loves his 
fellow-men.” This was done; and later, in a ‘list of 
“names whom love of God had blessed,” “Lo! Ben 
Adhem’s name led all the rest!” It is a pretty poem; 
but it is a pitiable lie. When Jesus was asked what 
commandment is the first of all, he replied, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 


all thy strength.” The second commandment, he said, 
is, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” But 
notice that he did not say, nor does the Word of God 
anywhere say, Keep the second commandment, and 
don’t bother about the first,—that will take care of 
itself. Ben Adhem’s way appeals to the self-com- 
oe pride of the unsaved man; it gets him into 
eaven by his own good works of loving his fellow- 
men. The only trouble with it is that it is impossi- 
ble. Only the new birth, through faith in Jesus as 
Saviour, can give man the power to love either God 
or men; then love for God will come first, just where 
Jesus placed it; and loge for neighbor, in second 
place, will flood his life also. God’s way is better 
than men’s way; for it means life; and Ben Adhem’s 
way means death. 
“— 


Into the Depths for His Sake 


To rescue the lost sheep, the Good Shepherd had 
to reach down deep. As good undershepherds are we 
willing to stoop as low as he did? We can never do 
just that. We can never give up as much as he did. 
Actually and typically the Lord reached into the most 
fathomless depths of sin, in order to work out sal- 
vation. Dan Crawford gives beautiful expression to 
this thought in paying tribute to “the noble death of 
dear Mrs. Winifred Last, who pioneered the great 
town of Bunkeys, when she might have chosen the 
softest side of African life and lived on the salu- 
brious summit of some lonely unpopulated mountain ; 
but no, down she went into the hot Lufira valley, and 
worked away with and for her Lord, who labored in 
the lowest valley in all the world. How her eyes 
sparkled the last time I saw her down there, when 
I pointed this out to her, and proved my point, that 
as to plain geography our Lord’s parish in Palestine 
was the lowest bit of altitude in all the world. Away 
on the eastern skyline the great blue plateau wall, with 
crystal springs, was beckoning her. . But souls 
in the hot plains were calling. Thus she died at her 
post, died for the lost women she loved, died for the 
Lord who loved her.” Does not this sacrificial life 
help to interpret for us the meaning of Paul when 
he said, “I am made a minister .. . and fill up that 
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my 
flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church”? 


-Paul’s Superlatives 


language. The thought he has to convey seems 

always an over-load__r the vehicle f language 
he must use. Of course; the thoughts of God must 
be talked down to our understanding, even as a 
father must talk down to his children. 

In one famous sentence, three verses long (Eph. 
2:1-3), Paul fails to put the verb entirely. Our trans- 
lators have supplied it. But he who must think of his 
grammar is certainly no linguist. And nobody éver 
complained of Paul’s thought. Even Peter, who is 
accused of not always agreeing with Paul—and Paul 
admits he “withstood Peter to the face”’—writes, 
“Even as our beloved brother Paul also, according 
unto the wisdom given unto him, hath written unto 
you; as also in all his epistles speaking in them of 
these things: in which are some things hard to be 
understood” (2 Pet. 3:1, 16). 

But it is in the use of superlatives that Paul 
especially transcends the bounds of human language, 
and the power of his thought threatens to wreck the 
frail vessel that must contain it. Of course, he talks 
about being “after the most straitest sect of our re- 
ligion” (Acts 26:5) ; but that is a small matter. One 
of these seemingly extravagant expressions of Paul 
may be more fully comprehended when it is consid- 
ered under an illuminated illustration by a back- 
woods preacher: “Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us” 
(Rom. 8:37). “More than conquerors” always 
seems at least pleonastic. But this preacher illus- 
trated the text by the story of David’s conquest of 
the giant Goliath. He said David picked five smooth 


"Tie apostle Paul has notable difficulty with his 


stones from the brook, placed four of them in his 
scrip, and with one of them became cou.queror of 
his foe. 

Then he said, David had four more stones there 
just like that one, and that was “more than con- 
queror”! And it is, is it not? Under such illustra- 
tion that passage is no longer pleonastic, nor is it 
extravagant, but full of comfort and hope in all our 
struggles: “Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.” 

There is one wonderful use of superlatives of Paul 
that will answer for this whole contention, and to it 
your attention is here invited. In that marvelous 
apostrophe to Love in the midst of the twelfth and 
fourteenth chapters of the First Epistle to the Cor- 
inthians, where the apostle is discussing the gifts of 
the Spirit, and enumerates nine of them, ending 
with the exhortation, “but covet earnestly the best 
gifts,” Paul breaks off with this immortal Hymn to 
Love, the despair of all lyric poets. And Paul could 
find no word for the “love” he would portray. The 
blood and lust-soaked eros of the Classics could 
never express the divine grace of which he would 
sing. So he discovered the word agape, the “love- 
feast” of the early church, which Wyclif translated 
“charity” in our English version, from the Greek 
charis, grace. 

Paul found this word in the Septuagint version 
of the Song of Solomon. It is distinctively a 
Biblical and ecclesiastical word, not used by the 
classical Greek. Certainly sidelight is thrown here 
on the kind of “love” the Alexandrian translators be- 
lieved the Songs to portray, and also sidelight may 
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be thrown on Paul’s authorship of the “Hebrews,” in 
which the word occurs twice. ; 

A very young preacher was preaching on the 
wondrous beauties and perfections of this Christian 
virtue of “love,” when an old lady in the congrega- 
tion, who had had more experience with the ways of 
the world, answered his ringing declaration that 
“love is the greatest thing in the world,” by inter- 
jecting, “Yes, brother, divine love!” 

It is divine love that Paul would apostrophize, and 
he writes this preface to the hymn: “And yet shew I 
unto you a more excellent way.” And he has to in- 
vent again. Language seems a poor thing in the 
hands of this master of thought. Perhaps that ac- 
counts for one line of the hymn: 


“ Whether there be tongues, they shall cease.” 


The word for “more excellent” is hyperbole: “But 
I show you ‘the beyond hyperbola’ way of Love.” 

It is a favorite expression of Paul’s. Thirteen 
times in the Epistles he uses the word “hyperbola” 
to express excellence. Indeed he compares “excel- 
lent” by its means: positive, “hyperbola”; compara- 
tive, “beyond hyperbola”; and, once, superlative, 
“from hyperbola to hyperbola.” Bible students are 
pricking up their ears at this. Well, the passages 
will be cited. Patience! 

Some have thought that the learned and versatile 
apostle drew his figure from the games,—the discus 
thrower hurling his missile over beyond the mark, 
hyperballon. But Paul had surely also studied his 
Euclid, and was familiar with the conic sections, and 
the curve beyond the finite, beyond the parabola, be- 
yond all,—of infinite curvature; and he was im- 
pressed with its application to spiritual excellence, 
and so used it. 

Paul also doubtless knew his Aristotle quite as 
well, and realized the beauty and power of figurative 
language, of the hyperbole in rhetoric; for the 
learned Gamaliel would not have left his brilliant 
pupil ignorant of these pagan elegances of language. 

Now it is of no use at all to say to Paul, You must 
not compare superlatives. He would just tell you 
that man made language before he made grammar, 
and that God made the heart before He gave man 
language, and that out of the abundance of the over- 
flowing heart the mouth speaketh; and that as 
hyperbolas abound in nature and life, why,—he is 
just going to keep on using them to express God’s 
goodness and love! And then Paul does it so nicely 
—so logically and beautifully; and besides, he has 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in doing it; so that 
we are fain just to go with him and enjoy his ex- 
uberance of spirit and of language. “Excellent, 
more excellent, most excellent!” 

He tries it first in the positive degree: “The ex- 
ceeding greatness” or “hyperbola of” “in labors 
abundant, in stripes above measure” (2 Cor. 11: 23) ; 
“the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward” 
(Eph. 1:19); “the exceeding riches of his grace” 
(Eph. 2:7); “the love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge” (Eph. 3:19); “the glory that excelleth” 
(2 Cor. 3:10); “the exceeding grace of God in you” 
(2 Cor. 9:14); “that the excellency of the power 
may be of God” (2 Cor. 4:7); “lest I should be 
exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations” (2 Cor. 12:7). All these are varying 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





God says: “ Sin shall not have dominion over 
you, for ye are...under grace....My grace 
is sufficient.” 

Do you believe it? If you do, and while you 
do, you cannot sin. If you sin, you make God 
! a liar. 



































forms of “the hyperbola,” literally. The Vulgate 
translates them “super-eminens.” 

Then Paul tries a bolder flight—he takes the com- 
parative degree, “beyond measure,” “beyond the 
hyperbola”; just as we use par excellence, beyond 
excellence; “that sin might become exceeding sin- 
ful” (Rom. 7:13); “we were pressed out of meas- 
ure, above strength” (2 Cor. 1:8); “How that be- 
yond measure I persecuted the church of God, and 
wasted it” (Gal. 1:13); and most beautifully and 
notably as in this Hymn to Love, “covet earnestly 
the best gifis: and yet shew I unto you a more ex- 
cellent way” (1 Cor. 12:31), or “the beyond hyper- 
bola” way. 

But the apostle has not taken his highest flight of 
language yet. He rests here a while and plumes his 
wings; then launches boldly into the superlative de- 
gree of “excellent.” Just once—be it said—he 
ventures, and he alights safely from his venture: 
“From hyperbola to henesbeln.” or “beyond all 
measure,” he writes. 

“For our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment worketh for us a far more exceeding [and] 
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seem are eternal” (2 Cor. 
4:17, 18). Literally, “a from hyperbola to hyperbola 
eternal weight of glory.” 

Could more be crowded into human language than 
that without bursting the vessel? Perhaps Paul did 
crack the grammar a little! But a Christian must 
think in large terms; for, as it is written, “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered into 
the heart of man the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him.” Chrysostom, the golden- 
mouthed, says: “The apostle opposes things present 
to things future; a moment to eternity; lightness to 
weight; affliction to glory. Nor is he satisfied -with 
this, but he adds another word, and doubles it, say- 
ing, ‘from hyperbole to hyperbole.’” “This is a mag- 
nitude,” Chrysostom says, “excessively exceeding.” 

In these three degrees of comparison, the inspired 
apostle has striven to set forth “the Hyperbola Way” 
of the Christian. We speak of the “Primrose Path 
of Dalliance” of the wicked; of the “Great White 
Way” of the lovers of pleasure. Shall we deny to 
the man of God his still inadequately expressed 
“Beyond Hyperbola Way,” and his adventurous 
flight into the ether in search of a word to express 
what beggars description,—the “from hyperbola to 
hyperbola eternal weight of glory”? 








Can Believers Act Like Enemies of God? 


Mr. Chafer, in Notes on Open Letters of March 23, 
says a carnal man is a saved man; but Romans 8: 6, 7 
says “to be carnally minded is death . . . because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God.” I can see how a 
saved man can be unspiritual, but I cannot see how a 
saved man can hold enmity toward God. It seems to 
me that Romans 8: 6, 7 means the unsaved. Please 
explain.—A Colorado Reader. 


Paul, not Mr. Chafer, settles it for us that be- 
lievers can be carnal. And Paul says this under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, which means that Ged 
has settled it for us. Paul writes to the Corinthian 
Christians, calling them “brethren,” which means 
fellow-believers, that he “could not speak unto you as 
unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as unto babes in 
Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1). A moment later he definitely 
says, “Ye are yet carnal” (v. 3). Then he mentions 
certain sins in their lives, as evidence that they are 
carnal. 

Yet to these same Corinthians, in the same letter, 
Paul had just written: “I thank my God always con- 
cerning you, for the grace of God which is given 
you in Christ Jesus; that in everything ye were en- 
riched in him, in all utterance and all knowledge; 
even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 
so that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall also 
confirm you unto the end, that ye be unreprovable 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, 


threugh whom ye were called into the fellowship of 
his son Jesus Christ our Lord” (1: 4-9). 

And the same Holy Spirit, writing through the 
same Paul, says, as correctly quoted by the Colorado 
inquirer, that “To be carnally minded is death... 
because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for 
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can it be” (Rom. 8:6, 7). 

How can these things be? 

First, we must recognize that these things are so, 
because God declares that they are so. 

The believer has two natures. “Carnal” refers to 
the Adamic nature, or “the flesh.” The American 
Standard Revision renders “carnal mind” in the 
passage in Romans as “the mind of the flesh.” Thus, 
“the mind of the flesh is death”; and “the mind of 
the flesh is enmity against God.” But the believer 
has also a new nature, wholly divine, received through 
the new birth, when he is “begotten again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth” (1 Pet. 1:23). By 
the new birth believers are “become partakers of the 
divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). This new life, which is 
Christ in us (Gal. 2:20; Col. 1:27), is the life be- 
gotten of God, which “cannot sin, because he is be- 
gotten of God” (1 John 3:9). 

It is for the believer to choose whether he will let 
this new lifé, which is Christ, be his reigning and 
victorious life, or let the old Adamic nature, the 
carnal mind which is “death,” and which is enmity 
against God, reign and control him in defeat. His 
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choice decides whether he is a defeated Christian or 
a victorious Christian. . 

Before he became a believer this same person had 
only the Adamic nature, only the mind of the flesh 
or carnal mind, and then indeed he was “dead 
through .. . trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). There 
was no spiritual life in him at all. After having been 
born again he has the new divine life, begotten of 
God, Christ in him. ‘He is saved; and never again 
can he be “dead in trespasses and sins.” But if he 
fails to reckon himself—the Adamic nature or carnal 
mind—“dead unto sin,’ as he may moment by mo- 
ment in simple faith in Christ, that carnal mind can 
and will assert itself in its deadly enmity against God, 
and he will be, like the Corinthian Christians to whom 
Paul wrote; a sinning Christian, a carnal Christian. 
He will act like an unsaved man, like an unbeliever, 
as so many Christians acted in Paul’s day and as so 
many are following their example to-day. The car- 
nal mind can express itself only as could one who is 
dead in trespasses and sins: “For to be carnally 
minded is death ... is enmity against God.” 

But the believer who, through not trusting in 
Christ as his life and victory, thus lets his carnal 
mind so express itself in sin, is not himself unsaved. 
The Epistles, with their uncompromising dealing with 
the sins of Christians, make this plain. The standing 
of all believers before God is perfect, through Christ 
their Substitute and Life; this explains how Paul 
could write to the Corinthian Christians in the un- 
qualified terms that he used in the passage quoted in 
the first chapter of that Epistle. He wrote to those 
whose standing in Christ was unimprovable; but he 
wrote to those same persons as those who were not, 
by faith, taking advantage of their perfect standing, 
were not “possessing their possessions,” whose state 
was sadly different from their standing, and there- 
fore who were carnal believers. 

The secret of bringing our state and our standing 
together is given in Colossians 2:6: “As therefore 
xe received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him.” 

e receive him by faith. We are to walk in him 


‘by faith, letting Christ “do it all.” 


ya 
Whom God Cannot Save 


Does Hebrews 6: 4-6 mean there is no hope for those 
mentioned therein? ‘“‘For as touching those who were 
once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly gift> and 
were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted 
the good word of God, and the powers of the age to 
come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew 
them again unto: repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame.”—A Pennsylvania Inquirer. 


Those who, under the guidance and conviction of 
the Holy Spirit, have been enlightened concerning 
Jesus Christ and the salvation He offers, who have 
clearly understood what the Word of God says about 
it and what privileges and powers go with it, and 
then reject it all—for them God has no way of sal- 
vation. Christ is the only Way; “in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there any other name 
under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Christ and Christ only 
is “the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). Those who come up to the 
very entrance of this Way, look into it, and then turn 
from it, cannot be saved: they are rejecting the only 
Saviour there is. 

Of course that passage in Hebrews has nothing to 
do with persons who have been saved through belief 
on Jesus as Saviour. This is made pl in by the im- 
mediately following words of the inspired writer, as 
he goes on to say, “But, beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things that accompany sal- 
vation” (v. 9). That is, the tragic situation he has 
just described does not accompany salvation; it could 
never occur to a believer. When the inspired writer 
mentions believers, the saved, he says “you.” When 
‘he mentions unbelievers, those who by their deliberate 
and persistent and final rejection of Christ have put 
themselves beyond salvation, he says “they.” 

The comment of the Scofield Reference Bible on 
this passage is interesting. “Hebrews 6: 4-8 presents 
the case of a Jewish professed believer who turns 
back from Christ after advancing to the very thresh- 
old of salvation, even ‘going along with’ the Holy 
Spirit in His work of enlightenment and conviction 
(John 16:8-10). It is not said that he had faith. 
This supposed person is like the spies at Kadesh- 
barnea (Deut. 1: 19-26) who saw the land and had 
the very fruit of it in their hands, and yet turned 
back. It is of such a case that our Lord speaks, 
Matthew 13: 20, 21.” 

This passage in Matthew 13:20, 21 tells of seed 
sown upon the rock:, places,—“This is he that heareth 
the word, and straightway with joy received it; yet 
hath he not root in himself.” It is possible to re- 
ceive the word about Jesus without receiving Jesus. 
Of those who come to Jesus and receive him as 
Saviour he speaks these wonderful words: “I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who hath given them unto me, is greater than 
all; and no one is able to snafch them out of the 
Father’s hand” (John 10: 28, 29). 
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A present-day war story, based on a true incident of the Civil War 
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By Frederick Hall 





EN the two cars crashed together and every 

man in sight rushed to the rescue, they found 

_ the captain and sergeant dead; their chaffeur 

had both legs broken, and Private Denmuth, who had 

been driving the smaller car and whom the investiga- 

tion acquitted of all blame, was carried unconscious 
to the base hospital. 

Private Mullins, strangely enough, did not learn of 
it till evening. He knew there had been a smashup 
and somebody hurt, he knew Art did not show up for 
“chow,” but when about seven there came the word 
that his mate had been hurt beyond the hope of re- 
covery, warm-hearted Jack set off at double-quick 
across the cantonment toward the hospital, and when, 
after traversing long corridors, he was seated at last 
beside a_cot from the white sheets of which there 
looked out at him a known but strangely unfamiliar 
face, Jack discovered new and unlooked for sensa- 
tions in eyes and throat, 

“Well—old man—” he whispered huskily. “Old 
man—I’m awful sorry. It isn’t so bad as they’ve told 
me—is it? You'll pull through all right—won’t you?” 

He had never seen the inside of a hospital before, 
and he felt almost as unacquainted and out of place 
there as he would have felt in a church. Caneetng 
a sick man too was a quite unaccustomed task, an 
Art himself was so different from the jolly comrade 
of yesterday, true as steel, never “grouchy,” and full 
to bursting of energy and “pep.” Now that lithe 
figure, every sinew of which had been so prompt to 
obey the controlling will, lay broken and inert. 

“I guess I’m—done for,” the voice whispered 
faintly. “I knew of course—we all knew—that it 
might come. I didn’t think—it would come—so 
quick. I wanted—to do more.” There was a long 
pause, while Jack sat gripping the fingers of his mate, 
cursing himself for his silence and helplessness, yet 
thinking of nothing more important to say than that 
Big Dick Gibson was back from his furlough. 

“But there is—one thing—” Art spoke -at last 
with labored slowness, and Jack, realizing that every 
word cost him pain, tried to stop him, but Denmuth 
shook his head and continued steadily, “I haven’t— 
done the right thing—by you—Jack.” ‘ 

There was a burst of almost tearful expostulation, 
to which the wounded man paid no heed. 

“No—” he went on, when it had spent itself. “TI 
know—you like me. I meant that you should—like 
me. I liked you—but I—I ought to have told you. 
That night the League met? Do you remember?” 


RIVATE MULLINS made a swift search of his 
recollections and found what was wanted. There 
had been a meeting to organize a Testament League 
among the soldiers and Denmuth had asked him to go. 
He had refused from habit: he never went to religious 
meetings; come to think of it, Denmuth had asked 
him to go to other meetings at the Y. M. C. A. build- 
ings and he had not gone. He wished now that he had. 
“I thought maybe you’d take it better—when you 
knew me better,” Denmuth went on,-his utterance in- 
terrupted now and then by the clutch of an over- 
mastering pain. “But I never thought—of, this. 
‘counted on more time—to serve and—” 

And slowly, every whispered word paid for by a 
drop of vital energy, the dying boy preached to his 
awed and wondering comrade Jesus and the resur- 
rection, Both were in tears when they parted, and 
Private Mullins carried with him a book in which he 
had often seen his chum reading and never had both- 
ered to ask what it was, a worn little book, with a 
morocco cover and a morocco clasp that had once 
been stiff and had fitted into a loop, now lost. 

“Mother gave it to me,” Denmuth had said, “and 
you'll keep it, I know, and read it once in a while, on 
my account, and besides,” he added, as if unwilling 
to make any claim for himself, “It is a kind of a—” 
he had hesitated, “a kind of a curiosity, Great Uncle 
William carried it all through the Civil War. It was 
at Shiloh, and went all the way from Atlanta to the 
sea, and he had it in his pocket the day of the Grand 
Review at Washington. Keep it and read it some- 
times,” he had continued, “and you'll get to love it, 
and there'll never come a time or a place so hard but 
you'll find there something to help you. I know. 
Mother told me, and I’ve found it that way myself.” 

Private Mullins recalled the words as he walked 
away, thoughtful and saddened, under the frosty 
stars. He had been deeply moved, he who had never 
been taught to pray, who had never been wont to 
hear the Scriptures read or read them for himself. 
Life, in its passing, seemed to have reached out an 
imperious hand and laid upon his shoulders the 
mantle of his dying comrade’s faith. 

He dropped into “Number One,” the nearest 
. M. C. A, building, and took the book from his 


pocket. On the fly-leaf was written, in letters so 
faded that less perfect eyes would have had diffi- 
culty in reading them: “William Howard Smith, on 
his nineteenth birthday, from Mother,” and to the 
left, farther down on the page, “April 18, 1860. John 
3:16.” The book was too unfamiliar to him for him 
to know what “John 3:16” meant, but he turned the 
well-thumbed leaves, stopping here and there to read 
a passage that had been marked or that for some 
other reason drew his attention. 

And there were in the same country shepherds, 
abiding in the field—— 

The words stirred some vague memory. Where 
had he—? Oh, yes, it had been at a Christmas 
tree that he had attended years ago—to get a bag of 
candy, How vividly the words brought it all back; 
and a read on, his mind filled with visions of green 
boughs laden with gifts and dazzling with many- 
colored electric lights, of children’s voices singin 
carols, of watchful, sympathetic women, who ha 
marked the little freckle-faced stranger for special 
kindness. 


66 ‘AY D I never did give ’em a square deal,” he re- 
flected. “I beat it the first Sunday after Christ- 
mas, and never went back.” 

And behold a certain man had two sons— ‘ 

That he had heard, too, he could not recall just 
where, but he read on, to see how it “turned out.” 
He read of wonders and transformations and, in his 
own life, though he knew it not, a like wonder was 
being wrought, a like transformation was taking place. 

Let not your heart be troubled. : 

He found those words, then lost them, and in seek- 
ing to find them again he fell to thinking about them. 
Art had said that here one could find what would fit 
any need, and these words seemed suited to Jack’s 
dreary and troubled mood. What need to worry? 
Life, death, whatever happened, things were all right 
with Art, and when at last he rolled up in his blanket 
with Denmuth’s vacant cot standing within arm’s 
reach, it was to sleep peacefully, with the little Testa- 
ment beneath his pillow. 

The hospital, when he called them up on the ’phone 
in the morning, reported that Denmuth had rested as 
well as could have been expected. He might slip 

away to-day or to-morrow; the end of the week wes 
the farthest span of life that could be looked for. 

Private Mullins saw him again that afternoon. 
And that evening (it was the Sabbath) he went to 
the big Y. M. C. A. auditorium, the first religious 
meeting he had attended in years. There was music 
by one of the regimental orchestras and a good male 
quartette, the sermon was by a man knowy and hon- 
ored throughout the Christian world, Mumrins was 
deeply impressed. He had the feeling that some- 
time he must ask help for himself from some of 
these religious workers, but he was not ready yet; 
he had a fear that he could not express himself in 
terms they would understand, and yet— There 
was one errand that could not wait, and the next 
morning, while they were washing up, he flung at 
Big Dick Gibson the age-old question of Job. 


66/NXIB,” he demanded, “what happens when you die? 
Do you keep right on a-livin’?” 

“Sure,” answered Gibs n. 

“Well, what’s it like?” pursued Mullins. “Is it like 
livin’ here, or—?” 
nee ain’t you never read tl.e Bible?” demanded 

ick. 

“Sure,” answered Mullins, a bit resentfully, “I 
read some in it last night and this morning too. But 
what do you think about it?” 

“Why, what it says there—pearl gates and golden 
streets. I’ve always thought so, ever since mother 
first read me them stories, when I was a kid. What 
do you want to know for?” 

“Well, my mate’s goin’, that’s all”; there was a sud- 
den huskiness in Mullins’ voice. “I’d like to know 
what it’s like, same as I want to know something 
about what France is. What do you think they do 
there?” 

The seriousness and the practical nature of the 
question made Big Dick Gibson thoughtful. 

“Why, they sing and play golden harps,” he an- 
swered, more like one reciting a vaguely remembered 
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lesson out of a book than like one who spoke with 
full conviction of a vividly anticipated personal ex- 
perience. 

“Fellas like you and me? A fella like Denmuth? 
Why would the Lord put him in the band? Art could 
fight, Art could do things. I tell you,” he insisted, 
“T’ve got to find out—quick. There’s one thing eatin’ 
his heart out. He don’t say much about it, but J 
know, He hasn’t ‘done his bit’—that’s the way he 
looks at it. He wants to serve. It’s what he’s al- 
ways wanted to do, ever since this thing started. 
If he could serve ‘over there,’ not in France, you 
know, but—” 


Bic DICK, a towering bulk of helpless sympathy, 
nodded understandingly. 

“Have you read up—?” he suggested. “You've 
got a Testament? The Y. M. hands ’em out, If 
you— 

“T’ve got a Testament all right, and Art says him- 
self that in it there’s something to fit anything— 
anything you bump into. But where’s the part for 
him? hat’s what I want to know. I’ve looked it 
through backwards and forwards, and I’ve started 
in to read it—the whole thing straight through to the 
end, but it goes slow. Mighty fine print, you know, 
and I never was a fast reader; precious little school- 
ing ever I got. I wouldn’t want to find it—too late. 
I thought you mebbe might know—” 

“No, I can’t tell you.” And the humiliating con- 
fession was one that later sent Big Dick to a reward- 
ing study of his own pocket Testament. “But say— 
you ask the Captain. He'll steer you right.” 

Denmuth was weaker when Mullins called that 
afternoon. His eyes glittered with an unnatural 
brightness from out deep hollows, and his cheeks 
were first pallid and, after fifteen minutes’ talk, 
bright with a hectic flush, and the nurse whispered 
Private Jack that he had best shorten his call. 

From the hospital he went straight to the Admin- 
istration Building of the Y. M. C, A., where, clad in 
khaki, the one-time pastor of a wealthy city church 
headed the corps of efficient men whose task it was 
to minister to the religious and recreational needs 
of the great army. His errand made known, he was 
admitted at once to the little office. ; 

“Captain,” Mullins saluted and stood at attention, 
“my mate, they tell me, won’t last much longer. He’s 
one of the boys that got hurt in the smashup last 
Saturday—maybe you heard about it. And I want 
to find in this here book the part that'll help him the 
most. Big Dick—but you wouldn’t know him—he 
= know where I could find it, but he said you’d 

now.” 


fb stalwart, broad-shouldered Captain took the 
tiny book. At the door a young man with the 
triangle on his sleeve signaled another caller, but at 
a nod he withdrew. The Captain’s swift fingers 
turned the leaves to the fourteenth of St. John. 

In my Father’s house are many mansions ...I go 
to prepare a place for you ... that where I am there 
ye may be also, ... Would that be it?” he questioned. 

“It’s great,” commented Private Mullins, “but you 
see, my mate he was so keen for the service. Always 
’a-doin’ something. No sitting idle for him. And 
he wouldn’t be used to mansions. Work was what 
he was after. If there was something——” 

The ring of the telephone interrupted them, and 
the Captain, with a gesture of apology, took down 
the receiver. In the silence which followed, Private 
Mullins studied the pictures and mottoes pinned to 
the pine-board walls and listened to the ticking of 
the little nickel alarm clock. 

“Yes,” the Captain’s voice broke the stillness. “I 
have the name and I will report at once.” 

He hung up the receiver and turned to his caller. 

“I am sorry,” he said, “but I must go at once. It 
is a lad with pneumonia. Come back to me when you 
can; and read this,” he handed back the Testament, 
“be sure your mate’s verse is there and, when you find 
it, you will know it, better, probably, than I would.” 

Through the gathering dusk Private Mullins has- 
tened to “Number One,” and until taps sotinded he 
read—painfully, doggedly. He had already finished 
the Gospels. Before he turned in he was through 
Acts and Romans and well into Corinthians. 

All the next day he gave every unoccupied moment 
to reading. He did not even take tirie to call on 
Denmuth, He only walked to the hospital, reading 
as he walked, looked up the nurse and secured her 
promise that she would send him word should there 
come a change for the worse. 

“It’s here,” he muttered grimly. “Art says it’s 
here, and his mother said so, and the Captain says 
so, and I’m goin’ to find it. He gave me this—why, 
he’s built my whole life over, with this book, since 
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he was hurt, and I’m not going back to him empty- 
handed. I’m going to find it for him.” 

And the first call tought prayer that he gry breathed 
in years was the prayer that he might find it,—not too 
late. 

He did not report for “chow” at noon or at dusk; 
instead he read on, slowly, laboriously, steadily, 
through chapter after chapter in which the great 
Apostle to the Gentiles patiently and wisely dealt 
with the complex problems of infant Christian 
churches; through chapters of personal counsel and 
exhortation ; through the general epistles and on into 
the splendor and cosmic pageantry of the Revelation, 
finding much that to him was meaningless, finding 
also passages that charmed and thrilled him, but 
pausing not until he should find the one word that 
was to comfort his dying comrade. 


It was near nine o’clock when the nurse noted the 
first sure sign of the approaching change, and, true 
to her promise, dispatched the messenger. She at 
the same time telephoned for the Captain; and when 
Private Mullins, his eyes smarting and bloodshot, 
but radiant, stepped to the bedside, he found the 
Captain already there, 

“He—he knows us?” whispered the new arrival. 
“T haven’t come—too late?” 


“No,” the nurse answered, softly. “He knows you. 


See, he wants to take your hand.” 

Private Mullins stooped and clasped the chill, 
nerveless fingers. 

“Art—or, Captain,” he hesitated, troubled lest he 
should infringe some fancied military requirement. 
“T’ve found his verse. I found it, Art. It was there 
just like you said it would be, I’ve been a-lookin 
ever since you first told me and I found it, pretty. 
near to the end. Would you—?” 

He passed the Captain the little Testament, his 
stubby finger marking the place, but the Captain 
handed it back. 

“You read it,” he said. 

And, stumblingly, haltingly, kneeling beside the bed, 
with his friend’s inert fingers clasped in his own, and 
his friend’s eyes resting in trustful confidence upon 
his face, Private Jack read: 

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. 

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side 
of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the heal- 
ing of the nations. 

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his ser- 
vants—shall SERVE him. 

His voice broke in‘a triumphant sob, and, when 
he could master himself and look up, the change had 
come. 

“Did he get it?” he demanded, turning beseeching 
eyes upon the nurse. “Did he understand? He 
wanted so much—” 

“He understood,” she answered, “See, he is smil- 
ing.” 

DunpeE, ILL. 
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Why the King Turned Doorkeeper 


nn CRAWFORD, author of “Thinking Black,” 
wrote his last letter to his homeland constitu- 
ency while perched on top of a mountain, “looking 
down on the vast Sera plain, stretching away towards 
Lubaland both wide and blue.” ‘He penciled this 
word picture of the landscape down below: 

“Far below you spy the Lubule River, rioting in the 
plain; and, leaping the old banks, it lavishes its waters 
for many miles in a murderous marsh. Remarkable 
for its volume, and infamous for its dark brown 
quality, this water frankly warns you off its pre- 
serves. As much as to say: ‘Make no mistake; I 
am not H2O: I am liquid malaria and the man who 
swallows me only forces me to swallow him.’ Small 
wonder then that this dirty water makes a dirty na- 
tive, for this Sera man is what Gilbert once de- 
scribed as an ‘imperfect ablutioner.’ ... Yet be they 
washed half, washed whole, or washed not at all, we 
keep at it telling them that they can neither be re- 
generated by holy water or Cologne or river water, 
but only by the water of life.” 

Mr. Crawford goes on to say, as he turns from 
nature to man, “The news these days is better than 
the water, for things are getting lively and the 
building of Bible Schools is quite the craze.” Then 
he tells about the way the Gospel is reaching two 
chiefs, and of their building Bible Schools, and he 
adds, “Next year, please God, we will have nearly 
fifty such buildings to care for, near and far.” And 
again, “A great inheritance belongs to the two heredi- 
tary kings—Chona and Mwepu; and it was this 
former’s predecessor who on his deathbed charged us 
to teach his tribe ‘the way about The Way.’ Mwepu 
is still living, and he is now doubly alive, for his re- 
cent~conversion has sent the whole country buzzing 
with the news. Salvation has taken all the angry 
creases out of his brow, and the barometer of his 
face is ‘set fair.’” 





Mwepu’s conversion was like this: No king of his 
people ever dares open a door for himself. When 
the missionaries told him that he was keeping Jesus 
Christ waiting on the outside threshold of his life, 
“there came a flash of faith in the question, Was not 
> Christ the greatest king of all? And was not 

e standing waiting outside with princely patience 
for the door to be opened to Him?” 

One evidence of the reality of his conversion is his 
voluntary giving up of tobacco. 

a 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 

given here, as marked thr forty years of personal study. 

be wonk; i tie dipemmest of The Subiny Sched) Timer — 

y week, in this y School Times, -- 
“Your Study Bible.” ; 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. wp edpny niin 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. Fhe lower cftades tes Gack eallints nd Secon, The 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
Sock, oul ceah chases of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you " (Josh. | : 3). 

The following plan for marking is helpful}: 

At the top of the page—topical notes. 
t the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical. notes. 


Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 


Esther 
Book of God’s Prov‘ - 
A Page out of the Records of Captive Israel 
Key-word: “Deliverance”’ 


Key-text: ‘Then shall there enlargement and de- 
liverance arise’ (4: 14) 








Outline 


1. Haman’s Ascendency (chaps. 1 to 5). 
2. Mordecai’s Ascendency (chaps. 6 to 10). 
Read here the romance of history. 


It is the hand of the Unseen in the affairs of men, 
a skylight on Gentile annals. God’s name is not 
mentioned here, but the book of Esther is full of God, 
who hides himself behind every word and syllable. 
“Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch 
above his own.” Trust the God of Israel. All times 
are in his hand. 

In fact, this old world cannot get rid of God. 
Neither can Israel. He will not let them go. He 
followed them to Babylon. When prophets were 
sometime silent and the temples closed, God was still 
keeping guard. When kings of the earth feasted and 
forgot, he remembered, and his hand was on their 
hand. They worked out 1.” sovereign counsels, as, in 
the end, they do to-day. 

The book opens with the feast of the world’s prince, 
it closes with the feast of God’s prince. It hints the 
ultimate round-up, with Israel in the ascendent here 
below, and God over all. For a while Haman is ex- 
alted; at last, Mordecai. Read here the sharp, sheer, 
and sure reversals of human history and the final 
triumph of God’s elect. 

Esther is like Joseph and like David,—God’s little 
ones,—hid for a while, but presently brotght to the 
front, to work out great issues. Always He has 
some one ir reserve to fulfil the et-rnal purposes. 
Sometimes it is a man. “When the tale of the bricks 
is doubled, Moses comes.” Sometimes it is a woman. 
As with Hannah; and with Esther here; and, in due 
time, with Mary. All the years are His. The Cross 
is at the center; and close by a Crown! 

Esther stands out as God’s chosen one, a sweet, 
winsome personality, and come to the Kingdom for 
such a time as this. She is the burning bush of 
ancient story, ablaze but unconsumed. See her tak- 
ing her life in her hand and going in for her peo- 
ple’s sake unto the King. “And if I perish, I per- 
ish.” Here are rich evangelical intimations,—sub- 
stitution, vicariousness, propitiation. Two lordly 
maidens join hands across the void in behalf of the 
aliens. They are Ruth and Esther. One brings the 
Gentiles to Zion, the other brings Zion to the Gen- 
tiles. Both leave the door on the latch, and hint the 
longsuffering of our God. 

But it is Israel that figures most largely. There is 
strong-shining dispensational truth in all these 
pages. The feast of Purim, still celebrated among 
God’s ancient people (like Guy Fawkes’ day), re- 
hearses it for us from year to year. Behold the Jew, 
given his liberty, of old, to stand for his own and 
execute God’s righteous wrath. So shall it be again 
in the end of days. Respect the Jew. He is the man 
of the future. Be kind to him: for your own sake, 


be kind. For when he moves at last (having first 
“mourned”) all the world will be moved with him, 
and blessedly so. 
Marginal Hints 

Xerxes passes; Israel remains. 

God’s lines run out through all the world. 

“The wicked work the righteous will of heaven.” 

If you miss the explicit terms of Deity here, re- 
member that this book had to pass through the hands 
of the Persian censor. But you cannot eliminate God. 


“The word of redemption is the sum of all God’s 
providences.” 


Marked Texts 


“That every man should bear rule in his own 
house” (1:22). Heathen “bear rule’; Christian— 
share rule. 

_ “Be ready against that day” (3:14). A kind of an 
interrupted St. Bartholomew’s day—A Hun’s day, 
disappointed. Thank God! 

“So will I go in unto the king” (4:16). He in- 
tercedes, 

“IT and my people” (7:4). Christ's identification 
with His own. 

“Seal it with the king’s ring” (8:8). God hath 
spoken. His word cannot fail. Look up, and re- 
joice! “For the writing which is written in the 
king’s name, and sealed with the king’s ring, may no 
man reverse.” 
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The Book He Bought for an Egg 
By Mary S. Stover 


ITTLE PLUM was a happy boy as he trudged 

along the narrow, dusty road that had been worn 

down by the travel of thousands of years till it 
was less like a road than a deep ditch between the 
fields. Clasped tightly in Little’ Plum’s two chubby 
hands was an egg. 

He did not ‘see anything strange in going to the 
village with a smooth, fresh egg to spend instead of 
a cash, or,.as wé would say, a cent. In China grown 
people as well as children often go ‘shopping with 


‘ only an egg or two for money. 


Little Plum had meant to go straight to the man 
who sold sweet cakes, but he stopped to see why 
there was such a crowd at the end of the street. He 
squirmed through between the legs till he was quite 
inside the circle, and then he was so frightened that 
he almost turned and wriggled back again! Instead 
of that, he hid behind the long coat of the old vil- 
lage schoolmaster and peeked shyly around at the 
strange man with a very white face who had drawn 
this big crowd. 

The man did not look or dress like the people 
Little Plum knew; and his Chinese didn’t sound the 
way people talked in this part of the country. A 
younger man with a jolly younger face repeated what 
the stranger said in words that Little Plum could 
understand, 

“Listen, people! This is a good teaching. I heard 
something about it when I was in Peking,” said the 
old schoolmaster proudly. “The young man is a 
scholar of the new sort, from one of the mission 
schools. His honorable family live in the village 
that Hang Po came from. The white man’s family 
live far, far away. You ignorant country people have 
no idea how far it is. Even I have never been there.” 

The schoolmaster made a polite bow to the 
strangers, who bowed and thanked him in the long 
flowery way that is Chinese good manners. After 
that the young man sang a song that Little Plum 
liked very much, though he couldn’t understand just 
what it meant. Then they uncovered a pile of books, 
and the younger man took some on his arm. 

“Buy one of our books, good people! You will be 
made happy by what is in even the very littlest ones 
that I sell for one egg each.” 

“Truly those are beautiful books, though they have 
no pictures in them. My cousin’s family have a book 
with pictures in it; but they need the pictures more 
than we do, because my honorable father can read,” 
thought Little Plum proudly. At that moment the 
crowd parted a little, and the boy caught sight of 
the man who sold sweet cakes. 

“Sweet cakes are good. But when I have eaten one 
up it is gone, and so is whatever I paid for it,” he 
told himself. “A book would last a long time and 
give pleasure to others as well as to myself. It would 
please my honorable father most of all, because he 
can read; and a good boy ought to think more of 
his father than he does of himself.” 

So Little Plum turned his back on those tempting 
sweet cakes and thrust his egg almost under the nose 
of the young man with the books. He could take a 

(Continued on page 279) 
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cise for Children’s Day that would be a product of 

our regular work. In our Junior Department much 
stress is placed upon structural Bible ne We have 
used the rainbow Bible bookmark to mar the groups 
of books of the Bible: red, following Deuteronomy, 
marking the books of the Law; orange, following 
Esther, the books of history; yellow, following the 
Song of Solomon, the books of poetry; green, follow- 
ing Daniel, the major prophets; blue, follow- 
ing Malachi, the minor prophets; indigo, following 
John, the four Gospels; violet, Someone Acts, the 
historical book of the New Testament; purple, follow- 
ing Hebrews, the fourteen Pauline Epistles; white, 
following Jude, the General Epistles; gold, the one 
New Testament book of prophecy. ’ : 

In thinking of the bookmark, I associated with 
Jesus, the light of the world, the idea of light passing 
through a prism to form the rainbow. The light of 
Jesus passes through the prism to us, just as the ray 
of light passes through a prism and shows us the rain- 
bow. This idea was carried out in the decorations, 
making them the background and setting for a living 
rainbow of sixty-six Junior children, each child repre- 
senting a book of the Bible, with their teachers mark- 
ing the group divisions. 

High up behind the platform was a blue sky effect, 
and in relief against this was suspended a large gold- 
colored star with several streamers of tinsel coming 
downward as rays of light. These struck upon a 
large open Bible, drawn and colored with water colors 
and suspended by wires. Below this were sixty-six 
books, representing the books of the Bible, made of 
cardboard, and painted and bronzed to look like a row 
of books on a shelf, each group being colored to 
correspond with the same color in the rainbow book- 
mark scheme. The streamers of tinsel passed down 
from the large open Bible to the groups of books, 
one ray of light to each group. They disappeared 
behind the books, and reappeared below as streamers 
of coiored cheese cloth, each corresponding in color 
to its particular group. (Crepe paper may be used 
instead with good effect.) These hung down to the 
floor where the extra length to be used in the ex- 
ercise was rolled up. 

When the exercise began two girls in white took 
their places at either end of the platform, each hold- 
ing an American and a Conquest flag, crossed. As 


[es asked by my superintendent to plan an exer- 


' they stood there a little explanation was given of the 


star, and the story of the origin of the Conquest flag 
was given. Then a little talk was given about a 
library. We have all seen a library, either a whole 
building like the Congressional Library at Washing- 
ton, or those in our own city, or school, or books in 
a bookcase, or even a few books on a shelf. Every 
boy or girl who owns a Bible owns a library. And 
just as a large library is made up of books of history, 
poetry, travel, etc., so this library that we all own is 
made up of these same divisions. This exercise will 
teil about that library. 

Then five boys, with their teacher, went to the plat- 
form. Each wore a red sash over his shoulder, and 
carried a large red cardboard with a gold diagram 
on it to represent something in the book which he 
represented. (If it is not convenient to use the dia- 
grams spoken of here, each child in the drill may have 
on his sash, worn diagonally across the shoulders, the 
name of the book he represents, in gold or silver let- 
ters.) The teacher took the red streamer which 
formed a part of the background and stepped to the 
front of the platform. Each boy had something to 
say about the book he represented. When the boys 
had finished telling about the five books of the law, 
they moved over to the extreme end of the platform 
and the teacher unfurled the red streamer as he went 
with them. 

Then twelve girls in white, with orange sashes, 
formed the historical chain. The links were large 
and orange colored and each girl held a link. They 
told about the books of history, and with the teacher 
unfurling the orange streamer moved over next to 
the boys, being separated from them by the red 
streamer, just as the books of law are separated in 
the Bible from the books of history by the red rib- 
bon in the rainbow bookmark. 

In a similar way all the groups of books forming 
the library were presented. Of course, some of the 
symbols were more interesting than others. For 
Acts was a lavender-colored church about three feet 
by five feet on a wall which was lettered, “Christ the 
Foundation.” The doors in this. were cut so that they 
swung open. For Revelation we used a large door in 
a wall. A girl with a glittering gold sash opened this 
door, showing a water-color view of the New Jeru- 
talem beyond, with the light of Jesus lighting it _up. 


A brilliant Children’s Day spectacle 
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Colorful Truth in a Rainbow Bible Drill | 








By Grace B. Turner and Florence E. Norton 





Sunday-school teachers are more and more com- 
ing to feel that precious time must not be frittered 
away in special day programs that are merely en- 
tertaining. The aim is rather to focus af eg | 
program the product of the work the boys 

irls have been doing. Read this Rainbow Bible 
Drill exercise for Children’s Day—read it twice— 
and say if it is not an unusually fine example of 
this principle. “ Yes”? Then try it in your school. 
Both the authors have used it with telling effect- 
iveness. Dr. Samuel D. Price, Superintendent of 
the Surplus Material Department of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, saw it rendered in a 
Philadelphia church, and was carried away with it. 








With the sixty-six children with their many colored 
sashes in position, and their teachers, the living rain- 
bow stretched in a curve from one end ofthe en- 
larged platform to the other, with the national flags 
and conquest flags at the ends. Then they sang: 


“An open Bible for the world, 
May this our glorious motto be; 
On every breeze its flag unfurled 
Shall scatter blessings rich and free. 


“ Blest Word of God, send forth thy light 
O’er every land and every sea; 
Till all who wander in the night 

Are led to God and heaven by thee.” 


Following are the recitations for the children: 


Red.—Genesis tells about beginnings; the begin- 
ning of the world, man, sin, and salvation. Exodus 
means “going out.” It tells of the deliverance of the 
children of Israel, and the building of the tabernacle. 
Leviticus is a book of the laws God gave his people 
for their guidance. Numbers tells of the wandering 
in the wilderness, and of the numbering of the peo- 
ple. Deuteronomy gives Moses’ farewell messages 
to Israel. Joshua is chosen to be their leader. 


Orange.—Joshua tells of the conquest of Canaan, 
and of the dividing of the land between the tribes. 
In Judges we read that the children of Israel often 
forgot about God. When their enemies came upon 
them they turned again to God, and he raised up 
judges to help them. Ruth was loving and faithful. 
The story tells how God guided her and cared for 
her. First Samuel tells of the crowning of Saul, 
Israel’s first king, his failure because he would not 
obey God, and the anointing of David. Second 
Samuel tells of the reign of the great king, David. 
The reign of King Solomon is described in First 
Kings, and the story of the building of the wonderful 
temple is told. In Second Kings are the sad stories 
pf the downfall of Israel and Judah. First Chronicles 
gives the royal line of David, and describes the tem- 
ple services. Second Chronicles tells of Israel’s 
kings, showing how many of them led their nation 
astray. The return of the exiles to Jerusalem is told of 
in Ezra. Nehemiah tells the story of the rebuilding 
of the wall. In Esther we learn of the brave queen 
who saved the lives of her people, the Jews, by inter- 
ceding with the king for them. 


Yellow.—Job was patient in spite of his sufferings. 
Quote Job 13:15, first clause. The book of Psalms 
has been called the hymn book of the Bible. David 
wrote many of the Psalms. Proverbs is a book of 





He wrote from “ somewhere in Belgium.” He signed 
his letter, “‘ Your affectionate filleul, Edyoud Fochaert.” 
He said he was a private in the Belgian Army. His letter 
was addressed to a little boy named Richard, who had 
given a tithe and offering of $1 for a ‘‘ Christmas box” to 
the work of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, of the British 
and Allied Soldiers Evangelistic Campaign. 


The story of Richard’s gift was told in The Sunday 
School Times of November 10, 1917, and the telling cf it 
there brought in $101, the donors asking that the dollars 
they were sending be used to match Richard's dollar in a 
similar service. 

Then Richard began to pray that the Testament in his 
Christmas box might be used te make or to help another 
“trench apostle’’ in the Nortons’ work. A slip was 
placed in Richard's box asking the recipient to reply direct 
+o him, and this is one paragraph of Private Fochaert’s 
letter : 


“I should be very much honored it you will accept to 
keep up a correspondence with me, as it is my only pas- 
time out here. .. . 1 was a terrible boy once, but Mr. Norton 
handed me a little Book, and that Book put me right. I 
shall be highly honored to call yeu my ‘ parrain de geurre.’ " 
The soldier said he was himself passing on the Book. 


Does not this show how children can use God's Book as 
well as learn it? 











wise sayings, such as Proverbs 15:1; 16:25.. Eccle- 
siastes means “the words of the preacher.” It shows 
that nothing else makes us really happy, but to love 


“and serve God. Song of Solomon reveals the loveli- 


ness of Christ, and his great love for his church. 


Green.—/saiah was one of the greatest of the 
prophets. He tells of the coming of Jesus Christ, 
and of the kingdom he will establish. Jeremiah re- 
bukes his people for their sins, and pleads with them 
to return to God. Lamentations is a song of grief, 
bewailing the fall of Jerusalem. Ezekiel was with 
the children of Israel in their exile. He teaches 
them that sin caused their downfall, but comforts 
them by telling them of their future glory when 
God shall restore them. Daniel was a captive in 
Babylon. He served God faithfully, even though all 
about him were wicked and sinful. He tells about 
the return of Christ to the world, and the kingdom 
he will establish. 


Blue.—Hosea tells of God’s tender mercy toward 
Israel in spite of their sin. Joel warns against sin, 
and calls his people to repentance, promising abun- 
dant blessing if they will return to God. Amos fore- 
tells the downfall of Israel. Obadiah is, the shortest 
book in the Old Testament, containing only one chap- 
ter. It tells of the destruction of Edom. Jonah was 
God’s messenger to Nineveh. The book shows the 
wonderful love of God for all the human race. 
Micah tells where Jesus shall be born. Nahum 
prophesies the downfall of Nineveh. Habakkuk 
points out the coming doom of Chaldea. Zephaniah 
was a prince of the royal house. He warns his people 
that God will judge them for their sins, and tells them 
to repent. Haggai encouraged the exiles who had re- 
turned to Jerusalem to goon rebuilding the temple. 
Zechariah tells of the birth of Christ; and of his re- 
turn again tq this earth in great glory. Malachi 
tells of God’s love for Israel in spite of their sin. 


Indigo.—Jesus, the Jews’ promised Messiah, is told 
of in Matthew. Mark tells how Jesus went about doing 
good, just as it was said God’s servant would do. 
Luke calls Jesus “the Son of man,” and shows that he 
became one of us that he might help us. But even 
though he was like us, he was God’s Son, as John 
shows, with power to save all who come to him. 

Violet.—In Acts we see the disciples, after the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, telling all the people about 
Jesus, and building up the early church. Jesus ex- 
pects us to tell the story, too. 

Purple.—Romans tells us that not what we do, but 
what Jesus has done for us, will save us (Rom. 1: 16). 
First Corinthians tells us how to live so as to please 
God. Second Corinthians was written to the people 
in the church at Corinth, to help them. Galatians 
tells us that Christ has made us free (Gal. 5:1). 
Ephesians shows how Christians. ought to live (Eph. 
5:1). Philippians tells us to rejoice, for Jesus is 
our Saviour and friend (Phil. 4:4). Colossians bids 
us live for God (Col. 3:1). In First Thessalonians 
we are told that Jesus is coming again. And Second 
Thessalonians tells of that day when God shall judge 
the world. First Timothy was written to tell Timothy 
what his duties were as minister. Second Timothy was 
written to tell how we can be master workmen. Quote 
2 Timothy 2:15. Titus tells us (quote Titus 2:12). 
Philemon was the name of the_man to whom this 
little letter was written. Paul asked Philemon to 
take back his slave, who had run away, and to for- 
give him, for he had now become a Christian. 
Hebrews tells of those who had great faith in God. 
God will give us great faith, too, if we ask him. 

White.—James says that we must be doers of the 
word as well as hearers. Quote James 3:22. If 
we love God we will be “doers of the word.” First 
Peter was written to comfort Christians who were 
being persecuted. Second Peter tells Christians to 
follow after Christ, and warns them not to listen to 
false teachers. First John is a family letter from the 
Father in heaven to his little children in the world. 
Quote 1 John 3:1, 2. Second John shows us that if 
we follow Christ and study his Word, we will not go 
astray. Third John is a letter of comfort and en- 
couragement to some of the faithful and true Chris- 
tians in one of the early churches. Jude asks us to 
be faithful and true. 

Gold.—Revelation tells of coming judgments that 
bring in the Golden Age. 

While a large number of children is needed for 
this exercise in its present form, and a very large 
platform, it could be adapted for use in a small school 
by using one child for each group of books instead 
of one child for each book. 


Osweco, N. Y. 














| God's People in Danger in Esther’s Ancient Land 
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Red war signals that gleam their prayer-call from The 
Sunday School Times’ Missionary Watch Tower 





Tabriz and from the outside world, the Ameri- 

can Presbyterian Board is looking with concern 
toward Persia. odlens are fighting Christians, and 
the missionaries are in danger. The neutrality of the 
United States and the advance of the Russian armies 
threw a protecting cordon around the foreign mis- 
sionaries and the native Christians ‘until the United 
States declared war and the Bolsheviki rose to power 
in Russia. That is all changed now, and Turks and 
Kurds are inciting the Moslem population to pillage 
and murder. 

The missionaries in Urumia include Dr. and Mrs. 
William H. Shedd, Dr. and Mrs. Harry E. Packard, 
Mrs. J. T. Cochran, the Rev. and Mrs. E. P. Allen, 
Mr. Robert MacDowell, Mr. Edward Richards, Miss 
Elizabeth Koan, Miss Mary Burgess, Dr. and Mrs. 
W. P. Ellis, and others of the American Presbyterian 
missionaries. “ 


Preparing for a Jewish State 


Wi Urwmia cut off from communication with 


“ ATS: planning the establishment of a 


Jewish state, the restoration of the ruin wrought 
by war, the development of her natural resources, in- 
pM we the utilizing of the great water power of the 


.Jordan,” says the F.vangelical Christian, “the new 
. Jewish Commission is probably now already in Pales- 


tine.| Their work is being done with the approval of 
British and American authorities.” The New York 
street cars recently had display cards appealing for 
money for the Palestine Restoration Fund. 

When the first battalion of the new Jewish Regi- 
ment paraded the streets of London, they were given 
an enthusiastic reception and were permitted to carry 
with the Union Jack tHe Zionist flag with the shield 
of David bearing the inscription, “If I forget thee, 
O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its cunning,” 
and the bands played “The Hope,” now recognized 
as the new Jewish national anthem. 


The Spirit Following a President’s Plea 


“| HAVE placed over three thousand copies of the 
Scriptures in the hands of our men,” writes a 
young Pacific Coast minister to the Scripture Gift 


, Mission, 119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


This preacher is fitted to work among soldiers by 
three years formerly spent in the Coast Artillery. 
He has used great numbers of the Testaments con- 
taining the Foreword of President Wilson written 
for the Scripture Gift Mission. 

“Results have been phenomenal,” he writes; “we 
have spent an average of three days a week at this 
service for about six months, and have had over 
seven hundred men accept Christ, a personal Saviour 
from personal sin.. Last week 115 witnessed the good 
confession. But this work I consider only incidental 
It is a sowing season and not a time of harvest.” 

This is but one of many testimonies of God’s bless- 
ing upon these Army and Navy Testaments, coming 
from chaplains, Y. M. C. A. and other Christian 
workers. If you can use some of these Scriptures 
write the Mission at the address given. 


When Doctors Listened to a 
Paper on Missions 


‘s] HAVE three times been rejected as a medical 

missionary because of my age and the alleged im- 
probability of my mastering a foreign language,” said 
a middle-aged man at the Say-So meeting of the Vic- 
torious Life Conference at Princeton in the mid- 
summer of 1917. He was Dr. W. B. LaForce, a dis- 
tinguished surgeon and physician of Ottumwa, Iowa. 
He declared his conviction, however, that God was 
still calling him to the foreign field. A short while 
ago he wrote to the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times that the way had opened for him to accept a 
place as professor at Tsinghua College in Pekin, 
China, as physician to the faculty and students. It 
is supported by that portion of the Boxer Indemnity 
Fund which was returned by Secretary John Hay in 
1900. 

“Unusual Opportunities for Surgical Work and 
Original Investigation” is the title of a paper which 
Dr. LaForce read before the Sixty-sixth Annual 
Session of the Iowa State Medical Society, at Des 
Moines, in May, 1917. It is a courageous presenta- 
tion of a subject unusual for a State medical meet- 
ing, and while Dr. LaForce presented it from. the 
humanitarian and philanthropic standpoint, his own 
flaming allegiance to Christ glows upon every page. 








By Howard A. Banks 





From Dr. Peter Parker, Dr. John G. Kerr, Dr. 
David Livingstone, and other doctors all down the 
decades, to Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell of the present 
day, the medical profession has given of its choicest 
manhood for sacrificial service in foreign lands. 
“Jesuit missionaries in South America gave quinine 
to the world. The calabar bean, the kola nut, and 
the strophanthus, valuable modern remedies, we owe 
to Dr, Nassau, an African missionary. Much of our 
knowledge of cataracts, lithotomy, elephantiasis, lep- 
rosy, and many other tropical diseases, come from 
medical missionaries, since these disorders are either 
peculiar to the tropics or are very prevalent there.” 

Even pagan superstition is not long in accepting 








- On the Missionary Firing Line 


South Africa’s Interest in Central Africa.—A council of 
the Afr‘za Inland Mission has been organized at Capetown 
with a nephew of Andrew Murray and a brother-in-law of 
David Livingstone among its members. 


Why They Escaped the Lions.—African mail carriers, 
attacked by a lion on the raad, declared that their escape 
was due to the fact that the mission letters which they 
carried were “prayed-for letters.”—Missionary Review of 
the World. 


Old Age Under the Equatorial Sun.—Six missionaries in 
one of the hottest stations in India have reached an aver- 
age of seventy-seven and a half years, thus proving that 
the Indian climate and a long life are not incompatible.— 
Missionary Review of the. World. 


Recruited from Dr. Grenfell’s Parish.—From Labrador a 
larger percent of men have gone out to fight as volunteers 
in the armies of the Allies than from any other British 
colony. “Of the first five hundred who went out, only 
eleven remain to-day,” said Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell at 
Northfield last summer. 


A Place to Put Your Old Magazines.—‘‘The need for read- 
ing matter for our more than one thousand patients is con- 
siderable,” writes the Rev. Alan Pressley Wilson, chaplain 
of the State Sanatorium at Mont Alto, Pennsylvania. By 
sending wholesome Christian. literature. left over. on your 
hands to Mr. Wilson you will be doing a real service. 


A Call to Distinguished Duty.—“China’s Millions,” ap- 
pealing to young Christian physicians to consider China, 
where there is urgent need of doctors, says: ‘Are men 
looking at the military aspect of service and wishing. for 
commissions? Let us reverently. and seriously commend 
to valorous Christian youths the ‘great commission.’ ” 


Settling the High Cost of Living.—‘“Jump in, .. little 
daughter.” “Oh, no, daddy, it’s cold in there!” A Chinese 
father holding his child by the hand was ‘standing beside a 
hole in the ice in the big river. The floods had come, and 
with them the famine. The father had six other children 
at home. Soon there was a shove, a scream, a “chug” of 
a heavy body cleaving the yellow tide, in Heaven a new 
arrival, and in a Chinese home the problem of the high 
cost of living settled in the Chinese way. This is a true 
story, sent by Miss Grace M. Bréck, of the Paotingfu 
Mission of the American Board, and formerly of The Sun- 
day School Times editorial staff. 


A Student Volunteer Pioneer.—The Rev. John Newton 
Forman, of. the North India Mission, died November 24, 
1917. He was one of the pioneers of the Student Volunteer 
Movement. In 1887, the year after the Movement was 
started, Mr. Forman and Mr. Robert P. Wilder visited the 
colleges and universities of the United States and Canada, 
and to-day hundreds of missionaries look back to that year 
and the influence of John N. Forman as the beginning of 
thcir missionary life. On the roll of missionaries of the 
Student Volunteer Movement, who have gone to foreign 
lands, are 7,315 men and women, of whom more than a 
thousand were sent to mission fields of the Presbyterian 
Churcn, U. S. A—News Bulletin of the Presbyterian Board. 


African Hymns in France.—“To an old African mission- 
ary,” writes the Rev. Edwin Lloyd, to The Chronicle, “It is 
very interesting to be a chaplain to Africans in France, and 
to be greeted in an African language as though one were in 
Bechuanaland, and to hear our native hymns sung, and 
the Word of God read and expounded in African languages. 
To me it was all very wonderful! Did our old mission- 
aries McZatt, Price, Mackenzie, Good, and Wookey ever 
dream that their hymns would be sung in France? Yet 
this is what has happened! It was also very exhilarating 
to meet Bechuana here whom one had known in Bechuana- 
land. and the pleasure was undoubtedly mutual!” 


When They Found the Pearl.—A veteran in Spain was 
ied to Christ some forty-two years ago by a comrade who 
had found the Lord during Cuban wars. The converted 
Spaniard’s wife was later saved, and then they wished 
their children to go to Protestant schools. So they liter- 
ally sold everything they had—including prized old furni- 
ture—and went to Madrid, where they found the schools 
desired. Miss May Hiller, of Las Palmas, Canary Islands, 
sends the story because it so well illustrates our Lord’s 
parables of the treasure hid in a field and of the pearl of 
great paice. The man, Senor Don Juan Lopez, became a 
colporteur of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
his daughter is Miss Lopez, “who helps so much in the 
work at Las Palmas.” Miss Hiller asks prayer for 
workers to’ be sent‘to the needy Canaries. 


the remedies of civilization in lieu of its own, And 
no wonder! Here is a Chinese doctor’s prescrip- 
tion: “Powdered snakes two parts, wasps and their 
nests one part, centipedes six parts, scorpions four 
parts, toads twenty parts. Grind thoroughly, mix 
with honey and make into small pills. Two to be 
taken four times a day.” 

There are on the foreign field now one thousand 
British and American medical missionaries, more 
than five hundred hospitals, and over a thousand dis- 
pensaries., At home, for every one million of the 
population there are fifteen hundred physicians. In 
foreign lands there is but one to that same number. 

The Student Volunteer Movement has distributed 
in the medical colleges of this country a iarge num- 
ber of reprints of Dr. LaForce’s address, but he has 
a few left and will be glad to send these, upon request, 
to any one who encloses two cents for postage. 


4 
India Not Yet Safe for Democracy 


S¢/-\NE has to remember that 280,000,000 out of the 
315,000,000 people of India live in villages which 


average only 290 people to the village. These people - 


are engaged in a life and death struggle against 
starvation, with the odds often heavily against them. 
They are more than ninety-five percent illiterate in 
the sense that they cannot write a letter to a friend, 
even in their vernacular, and read his reply. © 

“The average Indian villager,” therefore concludes 
Mr. Tyler Dennett, Educational Secretary for the 
Board of Foreign Missions’of the Methodist Church, 
in writing in April Asia, of the fight in India for 
Home Rule, is merely “a most passave neutral.” 

It is the educated Indian who “is a self-appointed 
spokesman for his country” in the demand for Home 
Rule. India is not yet ready for it, though “the atti- 
tude of the government officials is becoming increas- 
ingly tolerant and sympathetic ‘toward, the extension 
of self-governing institutions throughout the country. 


Stoned in China 


oT ne last great day of -the feast—to-day is,” 
writes the Rev. Charles E. Scott, of. Tsingtau, 
China, to the Missionary Watch Tower. “It is the 
fifteenth of the first moon,” he continues, “when the 
New Year activities end—an appalling orgy of wasted 
money and dissipated life. With seven bands of 
Christians I walked twenty Ji this morning to a fa- 
mous temple where a great concourse of people gath- 
ered for the fascinating sights, horrible enough, how- 
ever, in their. implication. Our Christians, armed 
with prayer, unity, patience, zeal, tracts, booklets, 
Bible portions, and serial pictures on cloth of. the 
Prodigal Son and. the ‘Unclean Dwellers of the 
Heart,’ preached hard and faithfully. 

“We took our stand inside the entrance of the inner 
precinct, where the village delegations passed as they 
went in to worship en masse. As in the days of our 
Lord and of Demetrius the silversmith, we excited 
the ire of the traffickers in things sold in connection 
with temple worship, and for the first time in my life 
I was stoned. The people gathered together, ran on 
the sellers’ stuff, and they rose up in their wrath and 
smote.” 

A shower of rain followed the shower of stones, 
and after this and other exciting experiences, Mr, 
Scott went home, wet and bedraggled. “I am writ- 
ing you,” he said, “in wet clothes in a cold room, 
against the time. I can get some hot water to drink, 
and as I dry out!” . 


In an Indian Boy’s Heart 


*T oe Indian naturally is reticent, and possibly 
reluctant in self-assertion. I would not be sur- 
prised if many an Indian boy has had in his heart 
more than he has had the courage to express.” 

This is a paragraph from a letter of Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs Cato Sells to John R. Mott, earn- 
estly requesting that “some special attention be given 
to the Indian boys by the Y. M. C. A. representatives 
at the cantonments.” Mr. Sells wrote that he had 
made a visit to the army camps in the Southwest 
and found the Indians quite satisfied with their treat- 
ment, but he wished to make sure that “they shall 
in all respects receive as nearly as possible the same 
sort of consideration as the white soldiers.” 

Mr. Mott replied that he considered Mr. Sells’ let- 
ter an “important communication” and bespoke the 
desire of the War Work Council tS act on this val- 
uable suggestion. 


MAY 11, 1918 
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LESSON 21. MAY 26. JESUS SILENCES HIS ADVERSARIES 


Mark 12 : 1-44 


Golden Text.—Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.—Mark 12 : 17 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 
He some one in the class who can read well 


read aloud the well-known poem by Leigh 
Hunt: 


“ Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increase) 
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace, 
And saw within the moonlight in his room, 
Making it rich and like a lily in bloom, 
An angel writing in a book of gold. 
Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold, 
And to the presence in the room he said, 
‘What writest thou?’ The vision raised its head - 
And with a look made of all sweet accord, 
Answered, ‘The names of those who love the Lord,’ 
‘And is mine one?’ said Abou. ‘Nay, not so,’ 
Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low, 
But cheerily still, and said, ‘I pray thee, then, 
Write me as one that loves his fellow-men.’ 
The angel wrote and vanished. The next night 
It came again with a great wakening light, 
And showed the names whom love of God had blessed, 
And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest!” 


Then have the class discuss this, and give their 
opinions of the poem, as a commentary on verse 31. 
Our Background Material : 

Jesus calls himself a “stone” (v. 10). -A brief 
study of the passages throughout the Bible in which 
Christ is called a rock or stone is very illuminating. 
From the various Scripture passages brought together 
by Dr. Scofield, in his prophecy article in, this issue, 
give out chapter and verse references on slips of 
paper to different members of the class, and have 
these passages read aloud and explained. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face pgures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will~help in 
quickly locating the references, 

Notice the seven distinct subjects or incidents of 
this lesson, consisting of the entire. twelfth chapter 
of Mark. Titles or headings for’the seven divisions 
are suggested by Mrs. Askew (1). They are also 
treated in Section I, The Lesson’s Main Message, of 


‘ Dr. Griffith Thomas’ article, bringing the word “Ad- 


versaries,” with a different application, into each. 

The “vineyard” (vs. 1-12) is Israel, or the Jews. 
This parable, as referring to Israel, is fully ex- 
plained, with numerous Bible references, by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 


There is an exceptional opportunity for a good 
“Christian citizenship” lesson in verses 13-17. 
human government is ordained of God (Rom. 13:1). 
So you are to “render unto Czsar the things that 
are Czsar’s,’—pay taxes, obey the laws, do every- 


Devotional 27. 
- Additional Matenal for Teachers: Matt. 21 : 23-26; 22 : 1-45. 
Primary Topic: Jesus and the Widow’s Gift. 
Lesson Material: Mark 12 : 41-44. 
_Memory Verse : God loveth a cheerful giver.—2 Cor. 9 : 7 
Junior Topic: The Two Great Comman nts. 
Lesson Material: Mark 12 ; 28-34; Luke 10 : 25-37. 
_Memory Verses: Mark 12 : 29-31. 


and Adult Topic: Religion and Citizenship. 
Additional Material : Rom. 13: 1-7: 1 Tim's : 1,2; Mark 
12 3 13-17. 











[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 12 : 28-34, 41-44] 


28 And one of the scribes came, and heard them question- 
ing together, and knowing that he had answered them well, 
asked him, What commandment is the first of all? 29 Jesus 
answered, The first is 1 Hear, O Israel; 2 The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one: 30 and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
* with all thy heart, and * with all thy soul, and ° with all 
thy mind, and * with ali thy strength. 31 The second is this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none 
other commandment greater than these. 32 And the scribe 
said unto him, Of a truth, Teacher, thou hast well said that 
he is one; and there is none other but he: 33 and to love 
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and 
with all the strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, 
is much more than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 
34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he 
said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. 
And no man after that durst ask him any question... . 

41 And he sat down over against the treasury; and be- 
held how the multitude cast § money into the treasury: and 
many that were rich cast in much. 42 And there camé *a 
poor widow, and she cast in two mites, which make a farth- 
ing. 43 And he called unto him his disciples, and said unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, This poor widow cast in more 
than all they that are casting into the treasury; 44 for they 
all did cast in of their superfluity; but she of her want did 
cast in all that she had, even all her living. 


1 Dt. vi.4 ff. 2Or, The Lord is our God; the Lord is 
one *Gr. from. * Lev. xix. 18. 5Or, brass °® Gr. one. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Why you couldn’t “fool” Jesus is brought.gut in 


_Pucker’s Class (Mr: Rogers, 1). 


To the next inquirer (v. 28), perhaps a sincere, 
honest seeker after truth, Jesus gave two command- 
ments, both of which it is utterly, hopelessly, eter- 
nally impossible for any_mere man to keep. Have the 
class show why (vs. 29-31). (For further discussion 
of this, see The Truth that Is Golden.) 

ow much good did it do this perhaps sincere 
scribe to be “not far from the kingdom of God” if 
he never went any farther? Tell the experience of 
Mr. Ridgway (1) with that Welsbach stock. And 
quote the word of Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3) that 
“not far” is nevertheless “not in.” 


A single verse in one of the Epistles sums up “the 


thing that the government requires of you,—until the *widow’s mite” incident at the close of this chapter 


human government tells you to disobey God. For 
we are not only to “render unto Czsar the things 
that are Czsar’s,” but also “unto God the things that 
are God’s.”. And when Cesar and God differ as to 
what we ought to render, then God, not Czsar, is to 
be obeyed. This Scriptural principle is clearly brought 
out in Acts 4: 18-20; 5:20. 

An illuminating Scripture study of religion and 
citizenship, on the basis of Romans 13: 1-7, is given 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 5, 6). 


The Sadducees said that there is no resurrection 
(v. 18); nor even any angels or spirit life (Acts 23: 
8),—no life after this, in other words. They were 
the rationalists of their day; and they had a com- 
placent way of putting an intellectual, “brainy” ques- 
tion which they believed unanswerably exposed the 
mistakes of the old-fashioned faith. Knowing that 
they “had him,” they came to Jesus with a question 
that would make the resurrection look ridiculous, 
“show him up” (vs. 19-23). 

But they met with a mind even more intellectual, 
more rational, wiser than their own: “the mind of 
Christ.” How Jesus exposed the ignorance of these 
rationalists is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 

Jesus showed that they were mistaken for two 
reasons: they did not know the Scriptures, and they 
did not know the power of God. For the great ex- 
pression and evidence of the power of God is the 
resurrection, as Ephesians 1: 19, 20 brings out. 

The Sadducees based their question on the author- 
ity of Moses. Jesus instantly exposed their ig- 
norance through their authority, Moses! 

The marvelous intellectual power.of Christ should 
be brought before the class, as shown in Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas’ notable study of this, in his Section III, 
The Heart of the Lesson. 


(vs. 41-44). Have some one read aloud in class 
Romans 12:1. This widow had done that long be- 
fore Paul ever wrote that verse: she had given her- 
self to God, therefore it was easy, not hard, for her 
to give “all that she had, even all her living.” A 
striking illustration of the failure to put God first 
as a preferred creditor is ,iven in Pucker’s class 
(Mr. Rogers, 2). That God wants our self more 
than our possessions is brought out by Mr. Ridgway 
2). And that proportionate giving is the great 
New Testament principle is shown by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 4). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Jesus was asked what came first in God’s law, and 
he answered, giving not only the first law, but also 
the second. But let us remember that Jesus here 
was giving law, or “the commandment.” Now God’s 
law commands impossibilities. Therefore it leaves 
men hopeless. For “the commandment, which was 
unto life, this I found to be unto death” (Rom. 
7:10). “For we know that the law is spiritual: but 
I am carnal, sold under sin” (Rom. 7:14). Have 
also Galatians 3:10, 24 read aloud in class, showing 
that “as many as are of the works of the law are 
under a curse.” 

Men must love God and love their fellow-men 
perfectly. And no man can do this. What then? 

Why, praise God! “what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: that the requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit”. (Rom. 8:3, 4).. And 
we can walk “after the Spirit” when we believe in 
this Son as our Saviour, 

Bulldog Jones rightly objected that doing, ¢véry- 


thing from the standpoint of love was “going too 
strong” for him; but his teacher showed him how it 
can be done (Mr. Rogers, 3-4). 

Men who are not Christians may pride themselves 
on being good neighbors and loving their neighbor ; 
but they are deceiving themselves. Let their neighbor 
be their worst enemy, and see how long their love 
lasts! Only after they have had the miracle of 
wholeé-hearted love for God worked in their hearts 
by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5), through belief in 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, can they then, having 
kept the first great commandment, keep also the 
second great commandment. The tendency .of to- 
day to reverse the order that Jesus gave is discussed 
by Mrs. Askew (2). 

Now we see the anti-Christian teaching of that 
popular poem about Ben Adhem. Its fallacy is ex- 

osed in an editorial note on the first page of this 
issue. Make this very plain to the class. 


Teaching Points °‘ 


Jesus testifies to the infallible inspiration of the 
Old Testament when he says (v. 36) that David 
wrote in the Holy Spirit. And Jesus also had just 
authenticated Moses as an authority from whom 
there was no appeal, therefore inspired of God; and 
he had also authenticated Moses as the author of. 
Exodus (v. 26). Let us use these facts the next 
time we hear Higher Critics, echoing the Bible 
scholarship that was “made in Germany,” denying 
the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch and the 
infallible inspiration of the Bible. 

What is back of our questions about Bible truth? 
Is it a desire to get out of doing some alleged duty? 
A suggestive study of the questions that people ask 
may be had, on the basis of the suggestion made by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 7), and by Mr. Howard. 


When Jesus brought out the fact that.God is “the 
God, of. Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob,” and “is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living,” we must remember that he said this as 
the last word in a discussion concerning the resur- 
rection of the body, not merely a discussion of con- 
tinued spiritual existence after death. Therefore he 
must have meant.that these Old Testament saints, 
who certainly were dead in the sense of the separa- 
tion of their spirit and body, were to live again: 
that is, to have spirit and body reunited in the resto- 
ration of their complete life; because God could not 
be “the God of the [perma.ently or eternally] dead, 
but of the living.” 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Who were the various “servants” (vs. 2, 4, 5) in 
Old Testament history? 

In what sense is Jesus the heir of God? (v. 7.) 

What is Jesus’ inheritance? (v. 7.) 

Do all the ten commandments fulfil either the first 
or the second of these two given by Jesus? (vs. 
30, 31.) 

Were burnt offerings and sacrifices necessary for 
the Old Testament Jew who, by the grace of God, 
was keeping these two great commandments? 

How did David teach the deity of Jesus? 

How can we know exactly how much money God 


would have us give away to distinctly religious and 
benevolent work? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 
Jesus Warns and Comforts His Friends 
(Mark 13: 1 to 14: 9). 


Here is a description, straight from the lips of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of the entire course of events 
from the time that he was on earth until the time 
when he shall come again “in clouds with great power 
and glory.” Speculation has no place nor part in this 
great subject. God has revealed it clearly to us; 
let us study, believingly, what he tells us. 


car did the disciples mean by “these things”? 
Vv. 4. 

What false leaders have already come in Christ’s 
name, leading many astray? (v. 6.) 


( rs: is meant by “the abomination of desolation”? 
v. 14. 

Who are “the elect”? (vs. 22, 27.) 

What is meant by “this generation”? (v. 30.) 


Why was the gift of ointment such a notable act in 
Jesus’ sight? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D, 





Connection.—All the incidents in this lesson are 
connected with the Tuesday of the last week o 
Christ’s ministry. At each point the remarkably full 
detail should be noted, 

Date.—April, A. D. 30, generally thought to be 
April 4. 

Mark’s Gospel.—Included in the section covering 
the last week from 11:1 to the end. 

Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, 
$1.25 net), pp. 215-222; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of 
the Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Company, 
25 cents), sections 120-125; Croscup, “Historical 
Charts of the Life-and Ministry of Christ” (The 
Sunday School Times, $1), sections 137-142; Smith, 
“Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography of the 
Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times, 75 cents), 
chapters 5 and 6. For an able and thorough discus- 
sion of Psalm 110 in the light of Christ’s words, see 
“The Incarnation,” by Gifford (Longmans, Green and 
Company, New York, 40 cents net). Parker’s “Peo- 
ple’s Bible” (Funk and Wagyalls Company, New 
York, $1.50 a volume) on Matthew is particularly 
good on the questions put to Christ, For reference 
to Eastern vineyards, see “The Land and the Book,” 
by Thomas (Harper’s, New York, $2.40 net). 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Adversaries Warned (vs. 1-12). A _ return to 
teaching by parables, owing to the opposition of the 
rulers (4:12). Of the six spoken this week Mark 
only records one, because he is concerned with the 
works rather than with the words of Christ. Pales- 
tine was a land of vineyards (Deut. 8:8). The vine- 
yard*here represents the Jewish Church (Isa. 5:7). 
It had been planted in a suitable spot, protected by 
proper care and cultivated by workmen appointed by 
God. This picture of what God had done for Israel 
would recall Old Testament references (Isa. 5: 1-6; 
Psa. 80:8, 9). After full provision had been made, 
the owner went away, and then in due time sought 
for fruit. God visited the Jews from time to time to 
receive fruits of righteousness. But not only was no 
fruit returned, the servants were ill-treated and even 
killed (Jer. 18: 18; Matt. 23: 35, 37). Yet God's long- 
suffering was great (Jer. 44:4), and at last he sends 
his own Son (Heb, 1:2), feeling sure he would be 
properly treated, but the answer of the keepers of 
the vineyard to the Owner’s kindness and- confidence 
was the murder of his Son (John 19:17; Heb. 13: 
12, 13). Such ingratitude could not go unpunished 
(v. 9) and in forty years from that time what is here 
stated was literally fulfilled (Matt. 21:43). This 
would fulfil God’s purposes, because Christ was de- 
signed to be the Corner-stone (Isa. 28:16; Acts 4: 
10, 11). (1) 

Adversaries Vanquished (vs. 13-17). The ques- 
tions put to Christ were crafty attempts to disparage 
him in the eyes of the people, so that he might be 
seized (v. 12). The Jews were subject to Rome and 
had to pay a yearly tax, which was naturally hateful 
to them as the sign of being a conquered people. The 
result was frequent rebellions (Acts 5:37). The 
Pharisees considered such payment unlawful, but the 
Herodians were in favor of it, though here both 
parties unite, sinking their differences, in the en- 
deavor to entrap Christ. The Pharisees represented 
the religious, conservative Jews, while the Herodians 
wished to keep in favor with the Roman authorities. 
The questioners came hypocritically with a skilful 
effort to ensnare our Lord. If he answered “Yes,” 
the people would turn against him; while if he said 
“No,” he would be reported to the authorities then in 
Jerusalem and condemned as a rebel. Christ at once 
saw through their motives and asked them to bring 
the Roman coin with which they paid the tax. The 
denarius was worth about seventeen cents, There 
was only one answer to Christ’s question, and then 
he replied that they were to give back to Cesar what 
was his, It was for them to recognize the facts sug- 
gested by the circulation of this coin. They had 
accepted Czesar’s money, and were therefore bound 
to recognize his authority. But he added that God 
has his claims also, and everything that belongs to 
him - are to render by loyal obedience (Rom. 
12:1). ; 

Adversaries Corrected (vs. 18-27). After the 
formalists and worldly people came Sadducees, whom 
we may call rationalists. As bitter foes of the Phari- 
sees, perhaps they were glad their enemies had been 
defeated, and now it was their turn. They denied 
the resurrection, the existence of angels, and a future 
life (Acts 23:8). As scoffers they tried to raise a 
laugh at the doctrine of the resurrection by sup- 
posing the case of a woman who had been married 
seven times (Deut, 25:5, 6). The reply showed that 
they were ighorant of two things: (1) God’s power, 
who will not only raise the body, but change it, and 
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make men different in the life to come from what 
they are here (v. 25); (2) the Scriptures, for in the 
very book which the Sadducees specially revered 
there was clear proof of the resurrection, since death 
could not end the lives of those to whom God was 
the living God (v. 28; Luke 20: 38). (2) 

Adversaries Instructed (vs. 28-34). Then the 
Pharisees tried again and put forward one of the 
scribes, whose duty it was to copy, study, and teach 
God’s law. The question was to test Christ. His 
reply was part of one of the most familiar passages 
of Scripture to a Jew (Deut. 6: 4-9), and showed 
that love is the great commandment. Love to God 
came first, each part of our human nature being ex- 
pected to respond: sincerity with the heart, intelli- 
gence with the mind, warmth with the soul, and 
earnestness with the strength. Because God is One, 
his law is really one, though given in ten command- 
ments, love being the motive and principle of all 
commands. No other religion taught men to love 
God, Then Christ added a second as part of this 
one commandment, love to man (Lev, 19:18), and on 
these two attitudes of the soul towards God and others 
everything else depends. Love makes all the com- 
mandments one (John 13:34; Matt. 22:40). If the 
scribe came opposed to Christ he was evidently im- 
pressed by this answer, for he fully recognized how 
comparatively little were all the laws about sacrifices 
which the Pharisees set forth when this great prin- 
ciple of love was considered. Our Lord then com- 
mended the scribe as near the kingdom, and this 
would at once encourage and warn him, because, 
although near, he was still outside. There was 
something needed to transform admiration into ad- 
hesion. There may have been want of real love or 
want of faith in Christ or unwillingness at once to 
follow him which kept him out of the kingdom. “Not 
far” is, nevertheless, “not in.” (3) 

Adversaries Challenged (vs. 35-37). Adversaries 
Denounced (vs. 38-40). (Comment on these sections 
is omitted because of the length of the lesson.) 


Adversaries Rebuked (vs. 41-44). Christ had now 
spoken his last word in the temple (Matt. 23:38), 
but as he was leaving he noticed th - who were giv- 
ing their contributions during the crowded Passover 
week. It is striking to notice the words “was_be- 
holding” (v. 41, Greek). The rich gave much, but 
even so there was no sacrifice, for they possessed 
abundant money. A poor widow who gave two very 


_small coins is singled out for notice, for her gift 


was all the more striki.g. Calling his disciples to 
him, Christ commended the woman, and said that by 
casting in everything she l.ad really given more than 
all the rest, not in amount, but in proportion to. her 
ability. Her gift was less than half a cent, and yet 
by giving all it was really more than even the wealth- 
iest had done, God does not look at what we give, 
but at what we have left after giving. Proportion- 
ate giving is the great New. Testament principle 
(1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:12; 9:7). (4) 

Il. The Graded Topics 

Senior and Adult Topic: Religion and Citizenship. 
{Additional Material: Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 
2:1, 2; Mark 12: 13-17.) 

1. Romans 13:1-7. This is associated with the 
teaching of verses 13-17. The Christian’s duty to the 
State. (1) The duty of civil obedience (v. 1). Sub- 
mission is the great law (1 Pet. 2: 13-17). (2) The 
reason for civil obedience (v. 1). The authority 
comes from God himself. (3) The denial of civil 
obedience (v. 2). Resistance to the State is resist- 
ance to God. (4) The vindication of civil obedience 
(vs. 3, 4). Additional reasons for submission. (5) 
The spirit of civil obedience (v. 5). Moral reasons 
uf principle are inculcated. (6) The illustration of 
civil obedience (v. 6). Payment of taxes. (7) The 
call to civil obedience (v. 7). (5) 

Note how applicable this teaching is to every form 
of government. The Christian must fulfil his duties 
to the State. Paying taxes is just as Christian as 
praying at a meeting. Even if, as in the Jewish time, 
the moral character of the civil Government is cor- 
rupt, the Christian must still fulfil his civic duties, 
and it would be wholly satisfactory to the progress of 
Christianity if such loyalty and submission were ob- 
served. (6) 

2. 1 Timothy 2:1, 2. What a remarkable faith in 
the power of prayer. A few weak and despised 
Christians are to influence the mighty power of 
Rome and help in securing peace. We must believe 
that prayer is a power used by God in his rule of the 
world, and therefore we must pray for our country 
and its rulers and for all the rulers of the world. As 
Dr. Andrew Murray says: “The prayers that go up 
to heaven have their share in the history of this 
earth.” 

Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 

The picture of Christ given here is very unusual 
and calls for special attention. It is a revelation of 
his intellectual power. We are so accustomed to think 
of his love, pity, tenderness, and sympathy that we 
fail to realize the force of his mental ability. Paul 
speaks of “the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16), which 
some. one has rendered “the thinking faculty of 

rist.” 
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1. The Attack. These questions were all carefully 
prepared beforehand and were specially adapted to 
ensnare Christ. They illustrate the awful depths of 
wickedness of which the human heart is capable. 

2. The Answer. Observe that Christ answered 
with promptitude, not asking any time for consider- 
ation, but giving an immediate, extemporaneous reply. 
Then, too, we see how powerful was his answer, re- 
vealing keen, strong intellectual force. Not only so, 
but the answers were perfect and could not be 
amended. The opponents went their way without 
making any rejoinder, and at last were compelled to 
admit defeat. Mark, too, how Christ always an- 
swered more than the enemies expected. When the 
asked about Cesar, he added something about God. 
When the man spoke of love to God, Christ added 
love to man. The more these questions are pon- 
dered the more the remarkable intellectual power of 
Christ will be seen, showing the truth of his own 
words: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
... thy mind” (v, 30). 

3. The Application. The attitude of these men is 
illustrated by the attitude of those to-day who op- 
pose the Word of God and constantly raise ques- 
tions. .Why>are men against the Bible? Because 
they’ hate, and therefore oppose, its claim on their 
lives. When the Gospel convicts men of their sins, 
they begin to inquire if they cannot find some argu- 
ment that will justify them in their wrong-doing. 
But Christ’s truth is intended in order “that every 
mouth may ‘be stopped and all the world may be 
brought under the judgment of God” (Rom. 3: 19). 
So that, while Christ will never discourage any 
earnest inquirer who wishes to know the truth, the 
words of Dr, Parker should be remembered: “Be 
sure when you go to him with a question, that it 
is neither little nor irreverent.” (7) 


IV. Leading Questions 

How does the parable of the vineyard illustrate 
Jewish history? 

Distinguish between Pharisees, Herodians, Sad- 
ducees, and scribes, | 

What precise point of hypocrisy was shown in 
verse 14? 

Show from his answers that Christ went beyond 
the questions. 


ay does Christ’s answer suggest as to the future 
ife?, 


HowAédo the four parts (v. 30) make up human na-. 


ture? 

Why was the man “not far” from the kingdom? 
Why, perhaps, was he not in? (10: 15, 17-22.) 

What is implied about the Divine authority of 
Psalm 110? 

What two errors are usually made when people 
speak of their readiness to give “the widow’s mite”? 


Wyc.irFre COLLEGE, TorONTO. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HE prophetic strain in this lesson is twofold. As 

Jesus drew nearer the cross he spoke ever more 
plainly and frequently of his approaching death and 
resurrection (Matt. 17:22; Mark 9: 30-32; Luke g: 
43-45; John 14:29, 30). And with this event of the 
near future he commonly linked that other event of 
the far future—his return again to earth. Both are 
biended in this parable of the Householder and his 
Vineyard (Mark 12:1-9). And, as applying to this, 
he quotes from Isaiah 28:16 the great type of him- 
self as the Stone. 

For Christ crucified is the Rock: (1) Smitten that 
the Spirit of life may flow from him to all who will 
drink (Exod. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; John 4:13, 14; 
7: 37-39). (2) To the church he is the foundation 
and chief corner-stone (Eph. 2:20). To the Jews 
at his first advent Christ was a “stumbling-stone and 
rock of offence” (Rom. 9:32, 33; 1 Cor. 1:23); 
while to Israel at his second coming he will be “the 
headstone” of the corner (Zech. 4:7). But to the 
Gentile world-power that same coming is the smiting 
“stone cut out without hands” of Daniel’s great 
prophecy (Dan. 2:34). So rich and wonderful is 
prophecy! 

Dovc.taston, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 


4 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Standing In” with the “Boss.”—What command- 
ment is the first of all? (v, 28.) First things first. 
That is simply common sense. A whole lot of folks 
we know are having a hard and uncomfortable time 
getting through the short threescore and ten—or less 
—years given to the race. And almost the sole rea- 
son of this troublesome life, journey is that first 
things are put last. You cafi scarcely name a single 
bump or blow but what might be escaped if men 





















































LESSON FOR MAY 26 (Mark x2 : 1-44) 


would put God first. Suppose every one 
in Coatesville should put God. first. 
Should love the Lord his God with all 
his heart. That would mean obedience 
(Exod. 23:22, 25; Luke 6: 46-48). 
Down in the mill, which is a little steel 
world all in itself and where the “boss” 
is “lord,” you will note the men who 
love the lord their boss are happy, con- 
tented, prosperous, well paid, because al- 
ways there and dependable. Those rose- 
covered bungalows and cottages up yon- 
der on the hillside are where they live. 
There are in the mill the other kind. 
These always have a grouch, “kickers,” 
always being imposed upon, are under- 
paid, have Sue Mondays, are forever 
quitting and going to Squedunk for bet- 
ter jobs. Those tenements in long rows 
are where they “hang up” at ’steen dol- 
lars a month. Those fellows you hear 
whistling and singing “Brighten the 
Corner” to-the music of the mill are the 
fellows who are right with the lord 
their boss. And also in the great world 
workshop. A manufacturer said to 
Uncle Billy Watson the other day, “Say, 
Uncle Billy, do you really find as much 
fun in religion as you seem to do?” 
“Sure,” replied Uncle Billy, “I stand in 
with the Boss who is ftunning this 
world.” 


That Other Fellow.—The second is 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself (v. 31). Down in the mill the 
fellow who loves the boss never has any 
friction with the men he works with. 
This sort never “jaw” and “scrap.” Nor 
have occasion to, Just look around the 
place where you work and see if the 
master-loving men are not also the 
mate-loving men. I-am _ not talking 
about “boss’s pets.” A good boss never 
has any “pets.” Neither has God (Acts 
10: 34). God so loved the world. Not 
just a few of the best in it. There is 
scarcely a neighbor but.is lovable if you 
get down to the heart of him. No mat- 
ter who the fellow, love him as yourself. 


The Near-Rich.—Thou art not far 
from the kingdom of. God (v.34)... The 
other day on an automobile trip home 
from Canada I was not far from the 
glorious beauty of the White Mountains, 
but I never got there. What good does 
it do to come near a good thing if you 
never reach it? We feel foolish when 
the station gate slams in our face and 
the 5.15 moves out with its mocking 
“choo, choo, choo” (Matt. 25: 1-13). 
One day after I had been partner with 
father a lang while he handed me a 
check saying, “Here, Will, is your 
share of some profit we might as well 
divide.” -It was the ‘first time in my 
life I had ever owned much more than 
my weekly stipend. I did not know 
what to do with the money. One day in 
Philadelphia I saw a broker’s sign and 
went in. I asked the man what I should 
buy. He picked up a certificate of 
stock of the Welsbach Light Company, 
and said, “Here is something some folks 
think well of. An estate has sent this 
to be sold.” I took the pretty paper 
with its curlicues and fancy border 
and played with it. “What does it pay?” 
I asked. “It has never paid anything 
yet,” said the man, “but they say it will 
in the near future.” The price was four 
dollars a share. I walked up and down 
a while, for that little money with me 
was a tremendous load,—and decided 
not to buy. I had hardly gotten home 
when Welsbach started to go up, and it 
never stopped going up until it reached 
nearly one hundred dollars a share in a 
few weeks. Think of it! And, mind 
you, I didn’t go in. If I had I would 

ave made a fortune at my first stroke. 
But being not far from the Kingdom of 
Wealth did not advantage me, did it? 
What good to be a good man if not a 
saved man? (1) 


Why I Am Writing Sunday-School 
Lessons.—A poor widow ... cast in two 
mites (v. 42). “Uncle Billy, if you had 
bought that fifteen hundred shares of 
stock and made one hundred and forty- 
four thousand dollars, what would you 
have done with it?” asked a fellow one 
day. It was a fair question to ask a 
near-Dives. One thing I am quite sure 
I would not have done with it,—throw it 
into the church treasury as this certain 
poor widow did with her fortune. Jesus 





BE a area, 
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is not teaching that God asks us to do 
that. God asks more than our money. 
God asks our hearts (Prov. 23:26). To 
throw our whole selves into his mite box. 
When we do that the money-giving takes 
care of itself. Automatic. Love turns 
its pockets inside out. Love does no 
counting. That’s one of the accidents 
with young sweethearts. They go broke 
and we old folks have to pull them out 
of the-hole. And I wouldn’t give two 
cents for any fellow who counts cost 
for the girl he loves. Just as soon as a 
religious worker begins to count the 
dollars he slips through the slot, his use- 
fulness begins to wane. Religion sings 
but the one song, “Give, give, give.” And 
you can’t sing that song to the jingle of 
a savings bank. What.did I say I 
would have done had I made a killing 
in Welsbach? I expect I would have 
considered myself a Napoleon of finance 
and to-day would either be a hard-fisted 
old Moneybags living a lonely life on a 
big estate or one of those poor “on-his- 
uppers” fellows you see haunting brok- 
ers’ offices, poolrooms, and race tracks. 
God has never manifested his love to 
me more than he did that day when 
he sent me home to remain one of the 
plain people in this little house by the 
side of the road! (2) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ye 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday | 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit ilivstrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist. in the conduct of 


this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best. one each week. 

Learning Obedience.—Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength (v. 30). Be- 
fore going to France, a lieutenant who 
had been a teacher was approached by 
former music pupils, longing to -have 
him: teach them for a season, after’ he 
had had his training at Fort Sheridan. 
“Why,” said he, “if I were to take you 
in hand, I fear you would not find me 
as ‘easy’ as I was. I’ve had a training 
in obedience, where the officer in charge, 
if he saw me pass a scrap of paper on 
the path or lawn, would command: ‘Pick 
up that paper, and report,’ and thereby 
I acquired the habit of demanding 
strict obedience.”—Sent by Fred Swart- 
wout, Royal Oak, Mich. 


One Side Better than Two.—With all 
thy heart,, and with all thy soul, and 
with, all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength (v. 30). Faraday, the great 
chemist, learned a great lesson in boy- 
hood by a very childish experience. As 
a little lad, humbly. earning his bread 
by selling newspapers in the street, he 
was waiting outside the office of an 
Edinburgh paper for the morning issue, 
and thrust his head and arms through 
the railings of the iron gate. He was a 
born metaphysician and began to specu- 
late on which side of the railings he 
was. “My head and hands are on one 
side,” he said to himself, “and my heart 
and body are on the other.” The gate 
was opened hastily before he could dis- 
engage himself, and the wrench he re- 
ceived taught him, as he said in after 
life, that all true work required head 
and heart and hands to be on the same 
side.—From the Sunday at Home. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Are We As Honest?—This poor 
widow cast in more than all they that 
are casting into the treasury (v. 43). 
The windows of an orphan asylum. 
overlooked the back yard of a house 
where a boy lived whose mother had a 
barrel of apples. The apples, the 
mother found, were disappearing very 
fast, so she inquired of her son whether 
he had been eating them. “Yes, mother, 
I’ve eaten them; but I had to, because 
the orphans wanted so many cores.”— 





From Practical Eugenics. Sent by E. S. | 
Moyer, Durham, Ont. 


Covetousness Surprised.—She of her 
want did cast in all that she had, even 


all her living (v. 44). A gentleman 
called upon a rich friend for a contri- 
bution to some charitable object. “Yes, 
I must give you my mite,” said the rich 
man. “Do you mean the widow’s mite?” 
asked his friend. “Certainly,” was the 





reply. “I shall be satisfied with half as 
much as she gave. How much are you 
worth?” “Seventy-five thousand dol- | 


lars.” “Give me, then, your check for 
thirty-five thousand; that will be half 
as much as the widow gave, for she, you 
know, gave ‘all that she had, even all 
her living.” The rich man was cor- 
nered.—From The Biblical Illustrator, | 
by the Rev, Jos. S. Exell, M.A. Sent by 
W. C. Muffitt, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Different Ways of Giving.—God lov- 
eth a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). Some 
witty person once said: “There are 
three kinds of givers—the flint, the 
sponge, and the honeycomb.” To get 
anything out of a flint, you must ham- 
mer it, and then you get only chips and 
sparks. To get water out of a sponge 
you must squeeze it, and the more you 
squeeze the more you will get. But the | 
honeycomb just overflows with its own 
sweetness. Some people are stingy and 
hard; they give nothing away if they 
can help it. Others are good-natured; 
they yield to pressure, and the more 
they are pressed the more they will give. 
A few delight in giving, without being 
asked at all; and of these the Bible 
says: “The Lord loveth a _ cheerful 
giver."—From the London Christian. 
Sent by Mrs. Leah Moore, Decatur, Ga. 


Giving God His Own.—Render unto | 


God the things that are God’s (Golden 
Text). The other day a little girl told 
me she was going to give her father a 
pair of slippers on his birthday. “Where 
will you get your money?” I asked. She 
opened her eyes like saucers and she 
said, “Why, father will: give me the 
money.” And just for half a minute 
I was silent as | thought the dear man 
would buy. his own _ birthday present. 
And the father loved his little girl for 
her gift, although he had: to pay for it. 
She had not anything in the world that 
he had not givén her. You have not 
anything of your 6wn to give to Jesus 
Christ. You can only give Him back 


what belongs to Him.—From the Rev. | 
W. Kingscote Greenland, in the Sunday 


School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


w 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“T love Him.” 

* When we walk with the Lord.” 

“Nearer, still nearer, close to Thy heart.” 
“ While the days are going by.” 

“ What a wonderful Saviour.” 

“Onward, Christian soldiers.” 

“ Take time to be holy.” 

“Sweet hour of prayer.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 27 : 1-14 (58 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118 : 1-23 (233 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18 : 1-6 (34: 1-3). 
Psalm 50 :-1-23 (113 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96: 1-13 (191 : 1-3). 


ve 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
give us, we pray thee, the wisdom and in- 
sight that will enable us to speak clearly 
for Jesus. May we learn from him how to 
bear testimony. May we not be afraid of 
the opposition of those who are not his fol- 
lowers. But may we speak boldly, in re- 
liance upon the Holy Spirit to give us the 
words that we need. May we have the mind 
of Jesus in our thinking upon the deepest 
things of life and duty, and not be diverted 
from the truth by any false arguments or 
misled convictions of those who do not know 
Jesus. In his dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It isn’t always our 
business to answer the questions of 
others about Jesus just as those ques- 
tions are put. Sometimes those who 
ask them know that what is really in 
their minds is not brought out by their 





question at all. Some folks may try 
to catch us by asking questions just for 
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that special purpose in order to 
strengthen their own disbelief. That’s 
the sort of question we can often an- 
swer best by putting another one that 
goes clear back into the heart of the 
subject and that gets in behind the 
trick that the questioner is putting for- 
ward. sages did not hesitate to answer 
very fully an honest question, but when 
anybody asked him a catch question the 
questioner was very likely to be caught 
himself by the infinite simplicity and 
directness of Jesus in getting at the real 
heart of the matter. 

Do you want to do personal work for 
him? Then see how he did personal 
work with others, and let him unfold to 
you his own ways. 


wo soak For JLSUS 


Department Helps 























' For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—When people 
love, they want to give. 


Review.—Recall the thought of giv- 
ing, suggested in several recent lessons. 
April 28, Whoever gives a cup of cold 
water shall not lose his reward; May 5, 
Give May baskets or bunches of flowers 
to those who are shut in; May 12, 
Mothers’ Day, Give honor to father and 
mother; May 19, Children marched and 
waved palm branches as they sang and 
gave praise to Jesus. : 

New Material.—Jesus had lessons to 
teach to some fault-finders. They 
asked: Which is the greatest command- 
ment? Jesus said, The ten command- 
ments mean two things:. Love God and 
love others. Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, etc., and 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 


| When people love they want to give. 


(Mention birthday and Christmas.) 

The fault-finders needed to know the 
difference between paying and giving. 
They asked Jesus whether people should 
give taxes to Cxsar. Jesus asked for a 
penny, which some one handed to him. 
Jesus said, Whose head is stamped on 
this penny? They said, Czsar’s, Jesus 
said, Pay to Cesar what you owe to 
Cesar. 

What people owe they should pay 
promptly and willingly. Father pays 
rent, he does not give it. Father or 
mother pays the grocer, milkman, ice- 
man, and many others who sell things. 
Father pays the people who work for 
him. Perhaps at Christmas he gives 
them something extra. 

It was on the porch of the temple that 
Jesus talked to the fault-finders and 
others. Soon he had a chance to teach 
another lesson about real giving from 
a loving heart. 

Lesson Story.—On the porch near the 
doors at the entrance to the temple stood 
large boxes in which were fitted 
trumpets with the wide part at the top 
(Providence Lithograph Picture shows 
this), As people entered the temple 
they dropped their offerings in these 
trumpet boxes. 

Along came a poor widow. All she 
had were two little pieces of money, 
worth half a cent. She wanted to show 
her love so she dropped all she had in 
the trumpet box. She gave it cheer- 
fully because she loved God with all her 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, 

Jesus said to his disciples and the 
others, Her gift is greater than any 
other, for the rich have plenty left, but 
she gave all she had. God loveth a 
cheerful giver. 

Recall the boy who gave his bread and 
fish; also Peter and the fishermen, who 
gladly gave their boats for Jesus to use. 


After the Story—A small boy had 
only one penny, which he wanted to give 
in Sunday-school. From his pocket he 
took something carefully wrapped in 
several papers. At last he came to his 
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bright, shining penny. 


Before dropping 
it in the box he said, I wanted to bring 
more; this was all I had. I scrubbed 
and polished it hard to make it shiny, 
for I thought perhaps God would take 
it for gold. He gave his best. 
(Although pennies may be given by 
some children, avoid emphasizing the 
word. Children need no special train- 
ing in giving the smallest piece of mone 
which we have. Avoid “collection,” a 
“We bring now our gifts to the 
Master” is from Songs for Little Peo- 
ple (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 75 cents). 
Several Primary Departments are 
gladly supporting one or more French 
orphans. This plan might be started 
on Children’s Day, which comes in two 
weeks, Talk about that day’s offering. 
Weekday Activity—This is the week 
of Memorial Day for soldiers and sail- 
ors who have given their lives for home 
and country. People carry flags and 
flowers to place on their graves. We 
can take some part in giving honor to 
them. 
Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

1. What are the contents of this chap- 
ter? (Mark 12.) Use paragraph titles 
from home study. 

2. Select one (vs. 
emphasis. 

3. Why and whence such controver- 
sies in Jesus’ life? 


28-34) for special 











ITH open Bibles call for reports 

of the home assignment—the choos- 
ing of titles for the different paragraphs 
in this twelfth chapter of Mark. The 
American Standard shows that there are 
seven possible ones, the divisions falling 
at verses 13, 18, 28, 35, 38, 41, and 13:1. 
List the titles suggested, and suggest 
that the girls underline them in their 
Bibles. If possible use a phrase di- 
rectly from the text; or write on the 
margin the one chosen for the section 
under discussion. Teaching your girls 
how to mark their Bibles for themselves 
is true teaching. 

The first paragraph they will want to 
call the vineyard, unless some deeper 
reader suggests the stone rejected. 
Then will come Caesar’s tribute; and 
next Sadducees and the resurrection; 
next, the first commandment; then, 
Christ the son of David; then, a pretense ; 
last, a widow’s two mites, or all she had. 





Perhaps it will arouse interest to tell the | 


girls that these were the titles chosen 
by one class of high-school girls who 
are finding the study of Mark wonder- 
fully interesting. (1) 

2. Having the whole chapter thus in 
view, choose one paragraph for closer 
study, allowing free choice to the girls 
if you are prepared so to teach. The 


following plan may prove helpful for | 


the one you will need, or you can choose 
this one for your class, if you think 
that wise. Read aloud the parallel 
verses in Matthew 22: 34-40, and note 


that he calls this not only the first but | 


also the great commandment, with a 
“second like unto it”; and he tells us 
that this questioning scribe was a law- 


er, put forward: by the ever-jealous | 
harisees, “when they heard that he had | 


put the Sadducees to silence,” on their 
resurrection question. Did he think to 
entrap Jesus, or was this an honest ques- 
tion? Jesus’ comment on this ques- 
tioner indicates that he was sincere, or 
that Jesus’ marvelous answer had at 
once lifted him above his first motive. 

Do not fail to note that Jesus laid first 
emphasis on love for God, and second 
place is given to love for our neighbor. 
The tendency of ovr day is to reverse 
this, indeed to omit the one he put first 
and accept the second as all-sufficient in 
God’s sight. Love for one’s neighbor 
may be an indication of true love for 
God;- or something called love may 


spring from an entirely different source. 
Jesus’ answer is perfectly clear-cut and 
admits of no doubt of his opinion in this 
old question, and settles it forever for 
Mark says that it also 


his followers. 
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stopped completely the storm of cap- 
tious questioning to which his enemies 
had been subjecting him during these 
last days, And this leads to our third 
point: why and whence these contro- 
versies? (2) 

3. The unmistakable truth is that the 
were all rooted in jealous hatred, which 
the Scriptures say was “without a 
cause,” meaning a sufficient cause. 

But as is true of all his suffering, we 
may rejoice in the precious result of 
their attempts to entrap Jesus, because 
of the picture of him as he answered 
them. esides settling, for us as well 
as for them, questions of vital impor- 
tance, we have evidence of the man 
Christ Jesus which is most precious of 
all to us. Hear this bit of comment: 
“.. he met their pointed satire, each 
time matching his own fearless sincerity 
against their craftiness and_ spiritual 
dulness, Jesus shines in no whiter light 
than under this running fire of criticism 
and dark hatred. There is no irritation, 
no lack of open dignity, no times when 
his replies seem hot with a personal 
vindictiveness against his enemies, and 
yet his denunciations blaze with a white- 
hot anger, He pierces to the very cen- 
ter of men’s hollowness and they shrink 
back in anger at the very fearlessness 
of his truth.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 13:1 to 14:9 


1. Ask the | gi to try the same para- 
graph method on Mark 13, listing re- 
sults in their note-books. If they need 
such help you may give them the seven 
such divisions in this chapter. 

2. Ask one of your good story-tellers 
to prepare to tell the beautiful story in 
Mark 14: I-9. 

ATLANTA, GA. 
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Pucker’s “‘Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Jesus embodied truth. 

Explanations: Difference between 
Pharisee and Sadducee. The Roman 
tribute. What is meant by first com- 
mandment. 

Main truths: 
obligation to God. 
of the law. 

Illustrations: Multiplication table; an 
honest embezzler; mother love. 


The sacredness of our 
Love the fulfilling 











Ts Y, Jesus was slick,” remarked 

Fatty after we had read the les- 
son. Teacher looked a little shocked 
at that, but finally/said that was true if 
by slick he meant keen and not to be 
trapped. He told how Jesus not only 
knew the truth like a book, but he was 
the truth himself (John 14:6). You 
couldn’t any more fool him than you can 
fool the multiplication table. (1) 

Teacher told a little about the story 
in the first part of the chapter, that 
Jesus told against the Pharisees, It 
sure was a hot shot, and to get even the 
Pharisees fixed up a scheme to catch 
Jesus. Bert had looked up the Pharisees 
and explained that they had once been 
the strictest sect of the Jews, who be- 
lieved all the truth of the Bible and 
lived very careful lives. But in Jesus’ 
day they had grown careless and hypo- 
critical. So they came to Jesus with a 

uestion: Was it right to pay taxes to 
sar or not? Of course the Romans 
had conquered the Jews and collected a 
heavy tribute every year. They had to 
pay it. But if Jesus said they ought to 
pay it, he would be counted a traitor to 
his own nation; and if he said they 
ought not to pay it, he would be a 
traitor to Rome. So they thought they 
had him coming or going. 

“How did Jesus get out of it?” was 
my home study question. I had talked it 
over with mother, and she showed me 
how Jesus left the question to their own 
consciences and then bore down on them 
the fact that they must fulfil their obli- 
gations. to God. 

Teacher thinks that would be a good 
lesson for some people to-day. He says 
there are men, who think if they pay 








their debts, are good to their wives, and 
keep out of jail they will have a right 
to heaven, They forget their duties to 
God. He told about a bank clerk who 
was always so careful to pay all his 
store bills and keep his credit good, 
while all the time he had embezzled ten 
thousand dollars from the bank. Teacher 
thinks that’s the way of a fellow who 
treats well his fellow-men but refuses 
to meet his obligations and duties to 
God. He says God must always come 
first as a preferred creditor. (2) 

Finally came a scribe with a really sen- 
sible question, and teacher thinks he was 
sincere in it, He wanted to know which 
was the most important commandment, 
the one that should be kept first. This 
was a question that they often debated, 
as we do: “Rc olved, that hate is a 
stronger passion than love.” Jesus went 
right to the heart of the matter and de- 
clared that the most important com- 
mandment is to love God with all your 
might. Then he went on and gave the 
second most important rule, to love your 
neighbor as you do yourself. 

“Some job,” sighed Bulldog Jones, 
and we didn’t know whether he was 
thinking of the kind of neighbors he had 
or how terribly much he loved himself. 

We talked a while about why love is 
so important. Teacher says it is every- 
thing. He quoted that verse, “Love is 
the —s of the law,” ahd showed 
that if we love God we coulln’t do or 
say anything against him. That would 
cut out all cussing and Sabbath-break- 
ing, and such like. Then if we love a 

erson we couldn’t do him any wrong, 
ike killing him or stealing from him or 
lying. Teacher asked us what made our 
mothers take such tender care of us 
when we were little; was it because of 
laws and a sense of duty? Not much. 
They did a hundred things for us that 


money couldn’t have hired them to do. |, 


It was just mother love, the truest type 
of God’s love for us. (3) 

“That’s going too. strong for me,” 
groaned Bulldog again. 

“Sure,” said teacher, “too strong for 
any of us. But God is love, and if he 
lives in us he can send out his love 
through us.” (4) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 13:1 to 14:9 


What is the most enduring thing man 
ever made? 


When and how was Jerusalem de- 
stroyed? 


What two questions did four disciples 
ask? 

What false prophets have there been 
in America? 

When will Christ come again? 

How should we feel toward his com- 
ing? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





Bibles for Children 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIBLES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE THE 


Oxford 
Pictorial 
Palestine 





‘Bibles 


With 
ILLUSTRATIONS IN BLACK AND 
NATURAL COLORS. No fanciful pic- 
tures, but only those that are true to life. 
These Pictures Instruct as 

Well as Interest 
HELPS FOR CHILDREN 
BIBLES WITH QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS 


Priced from 70 cents upward 
Send for booklet ‘* The Child and the Book.” 


Oxford University Press American 
35 West S2nd Btrect - = + - Rew 














CORDON 


A vocational Religious College and 
Graduate School for the develop- 
«ment of Christian leadership in 
the ministry, mission field, aud 
specialized service. Interdenomi- 
national. Sincerely Evangelical. 
Fireproof buildings, with dormito- 
ries. High grade demand for grad- 
uates. Catalog. Address 


Dean NATHAN R. WOOD, Gordon Bible College, BOSTON, MASS. 











Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Grade Only. 





Highest 
Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works “°"M.s.°"” 
Hook G Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 

















| 
There is Work 
for You to Do 


Every Soldier and Sailor 
wants a Testament or a 
Bible in his kit, and it is 
your duty to see that he 
gets it. Don't leave it to 
your neighbor to attend to, 
ys he or she thinks as you 
oO. 

, Many organizations have 
adopted the Holman Vest 
Pocket Pronouncing Tes- 
tament as the most suit- 
able edition for overseas, 
but they cannot reach ev- 
erybody. Individual and 
Sunday School class work 
is needed to supplement 
their efforts. 


Ask your Bookseller 


A.J. Holman Company 


1222-26 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Originators of Pronouncing Teach- 
ers’ Bibles. 
Makers of all of their own Editions. 
Oldest American Bible Publishers, 























In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concern- 
ing anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Zimes. 











AN BLYMYER CHURCH BELLS 





N far - reac tenes are wert for 
y Your church should have one, Durability rane, 
anteed. Inexpensive. Art .& buying plans free, 














The Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co. Dept. B.78Cincinnati.0.! 








Use Cuticura Soap 
To Clear Your Skin 


All druggists; Soap 25, Ointment 25 & 50, Taloum 25, 
Sample each free of ‘Cuticura, Dept. M, Boston.”’ 


The Sunday School Cines 


Philadelphia, May 11, 1918 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

$1.00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address,$1 each, per year. 
One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 
: One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 

a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 26 (Mark 12 1-44) 
HILDREN'’S DAY 
LL- -F E 


-MU 


Pastors 
hoard de or 


Send 10 cents for Package of Children’s Day Music. 


citations, etc. Uhustrated book. 
HELPER No. 4. [scene poctpaid. 


SONG STORIES. Retunable cores upce equa. 
NEW SONGS PENTECOST No. 3. tex 18 


the 100. You may be entitled to a free copy. coma 
HALL-MACK CO. 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. f 339 Seuth Wabash, Chicago, Ill. 


MOTHERS’ DAY wi 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


ese of observing Mothers’ Day or 
2 ren’s Daysor a, ot ge cond you 0 new sarviee 
~ a“, or either. ll be pleased to have you 
hat we have. The’ sau will be mailed gratis. 


Fillmore Music House, Elm St., Cincinnati, 0. 
NEW SONG os 


ae Mol’ ham Olah i aeta) 


Epo aa 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 
AND ORGANS approval Factory prices and eeny 


terms. Send for free ca‘ State w ck plane orange, 
Waseponmars Grere Sin. Desk T .Chicago. 


What are the great mysteries of the Bible ? 


question is answered 
page 1014 of the 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


Bile at me the hard ma SS the 
ible on pa: 

eur. Dr, held’ s he shelps are aout 
to a Bible ao course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 32 Styles 

Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. At all dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - - - New York 










































The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





June 2. Christian Duty and Privilege. VI. 
Service in Chirch and Community. Mark 
2: 28-34. (Consecration meeting.) 

June 9. Progressive Christians. 2 Pet. 1: 
I-11. 

June 16. Co-operation with the 
school. 1 Cor. 3: 4-9. 

June 23. How to Have a Good Time. 1 Thess. 
5: 16-24. 


Sunday- 


Sunday, May 26 
Doing His Will (John 15: 8-14) 


(Union meeting with Juniors and 
Intermediates). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week . 
Mon.—Christ and God’s will (John 9: 4). 


Tues.—The Motive—love (John 14: 
23, 24). 
Wed.—The command to shine (Matt. 
: 14-16). 
Thurs.—The command to go (Matt. 28: 
16-20). 


Fri—The command to trust (John 14: 


1-3). 
Sat.—The command to serve (John 13: 
4-17). 











How may we know the will of God? 
Why does present fidelity lead to larger 
service? 


Why does doing God’s will bring satisfac- 
tion? 


HE one absolutely trustworthy 

thing in the world is the will of 
God. If every man could do that will 
there would be peace and righteousness 
and prosperity. 


The will of God is righteousness and 
love. If men did it they would never 
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wrong one another. The strong would 
not exploit the weak. Every man would 
think first of how he would help others, 
not how he could himself profit at 
others’ expense. The causes of most of 
our troubles would instantly disappear. 
Not all. Right knowledge is as neces- 
sary as good will. But men would soon 
come to right knowledge if their wills 
were right. Jesus assured us that if we 
would do the right will we should see 
the right way. e that doeth the will 
shall know. 


Men have always known a great deal 
more of God’s will than they have been 
willing to do. And of course when 
men do not want to do God’s will they 
are provoked by its pressure. Jesus was 
not popular and is not to-day, because 
his presence and spirit reveal so much 
more of God’s will than men are will- 
ing to accept and perform. 

ut when we really long for God’s 
will, that lon | will not only reveal 
it, it will be God's will. 
“His will is our peace.” 
“ My soul! rest happy in thy low estate, 

Nor hope, nor wish, to be esteemed or 

great; 

To take the impression of a Will divine,— 

Be that thy glory, and those riches thine!” 

Jesus made clear to men his highest 
will as the law of love. There are some 
who say that love cannot be commanded, 
that it is a matter of caprice, not of 
will. We fall into it. But Jesus con- 
ceived it very differently. With him 
love was not a mood or an affinity. It 
was a service, a purpose of friendliness. 
He himself loved men and women who 
had no loveliness whatever, and he told 
his disciples that he would enable them 
to do the same. “Love one another,” 
he said, “even as I have loved you into 
loving one another.” He is a principle 
of loving in all who love him. 

The will of God is that the world 
should know of Christ. Some of it 
does not want to know of him. It has 
had its chance and rejected him. It has 
its chance now. How much does the 
city daily newspaper care for him? It 
almost never mentions him. It refers 
nothing to his will. He has no place in 
its judgments or purposes. The earnest 
Christian is for it a devotee. But there 
are millions qf men to whom he is a 
stranger. It is our duty to make him 
known tothem. If we refuse, we reject 
what is Christ’s will as clearly as any- 
thing that we can attribute to him. 


Se 

The will of God is the best bond of 
brotherhood. 

Jesus never spoke of enduring God’s 
will. He spoke of doing it. 

The first question which we might 
ask in each discussion is, “What is 
God’s will?” 

Religion is the binding of the human 
will back into the divine. 

New York City, 





[ Children at Home 








(Continued from page 272) 
book from somebody with a friendly 
yellow face like his own, but he would 
never have been brave enough to get so 
close to that other man. 

Think of it, the young scholar stopped 
and smiled straight at Little Plum! “Is 
it a present for your honorable father?” 
he asked; and the boy nodded shyly. 

“What a fine present I can make with 
what I myself should have eaten up be- 
fore this!” Little Plum told himself as 
he hurried home along the dusty road. 
“Indeed, this book is a present for my- 
self, too, and for all who come into our 
house, because my honorable father can 
read it aloud while all sit on the floor 
or on the kang and listen. What.a wise 
boy every one will say I am!” 

But nobody at home seemed to think 
he had done a wise thing. “No book 
that costs only one egg can be worth 
much. Those men should be punished 
for fooling little boys!” said his father. 

“The young man said there are stories 





in it! And the schoolmaster said those 
are good things the men tell,” urged 
Little Plum, who was almost ready to 
cry at seeing how little they thought of 
his book. 

“There, there, you meant well; and 
the honorable father knows that you are 
a good son to buy a book instead of 
something for yourself,” whispered his 
mother. 

“Ah, the schoolmaster was there, was 
he? Did he see you buying this? It is 
well that he should know how much 
even the children of my insignificant 
family desire to possess books. I will 
look the thing over when we have eaten,” 
decided Little Plum’s father. 

He did. Everybody had to keep very 
still, because it is a great task to read 
a Chinese book; and Little Plum’s hon- 
orable father seemed to read ver 
slowly at first. But soon he was vad 
ing faster, and he looked as if he had 
indeed found good stories in the little 
book. 

Of course Little Plum wished that 
his father would read aloud, or else tell 
that what the book was about. But it 
would not have been polite to ask him, 
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and at last Little Plum had to go off 
to bed without being sure whether it 
was an interesting book or not! 

Long, long afterward he was wak- 
ened by hearing his mother calling to 
his honorable father: “Do come to bed; 
it is the middle of the night, I am sure | 


Has that foreign devil’s book be- 
witched you?” 
“No! The man who came to bring this 


book to our country is a good, good 
man! I have been reading of One who 
was a greater sage than Confucius. 
This man was a friend to every one— 
even to children and to women like you. 
In the morning I must read to Little 
Plum how this Jesus took children up in 
his arms and blessed them. It is a 
wonderful, wonderful book!” 

“My, oh, my! I’m sure it is worth an 
egg!” whispered Little Plum to himself. 

GREELEY, Cot. 


“The best yet,” says a_ Christian 
leader of the 1918 Booklet of the Bible 
Success Band. Send 15 cents to The 
Sunday School Times Company for it. 
or Ia cents each if you order ten. 








FLAG DAY, AND 


EL AGS FOR MEMORIAL DAY, 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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x 
x 
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United States and Conquest Flags 


UNITED STATES, CHRISTIAN and CONQUEST 
All Wool Bunting Flags 
With sewed stars po stripes, canvas heading and grommets. 


United States Conquest Christian 
“aso = oe ee eo $2.75 $5.00 $3.00 
‘oe eee ee oe a eh 3.50 7.50 4.00 
eS ea ee ae 4.50 10.00 5.00 
ee ee ee ae ae 6.00 14.00 7.20 
ore oe a ee ee 8.00 20.00 10.00 
ie og ae ae ee ee 12.50 25.00 14.00 
Te ee ne ae oe 18.50 40.00 20.00 


Delivery extra 





ALLIED Printed Silk Flags of United States, France, 
England, Italy and Belgium 
Size, 6 x 8 inches, mounted on sticks. 


Price, 30 cents each, postpaid. 





Size, 8 x 12 inches (mounted). 
ef 16 x “e “é 


“ 24x 3 “ “ 


UNITED STATES—Printed Silk Flags 
Price ne. sdb ih ee aot rte as each, postpaid. 


a a ee a a 2.00 sia ” 





UNITED STATES—Printed Cotton Flags 


Size, 12 x 18 inches, mounted on sticks with gilt spears. Price, 15 cemts each, or 
$1.50 a dozen, postpaid, 





UNITED STATES—Printed Cotton Flags. Embroidered Field 


Size, 4 x 6 feet (fast colors). Price 
oe 5 x & Lid oe oe oe 


ee a eae ee $4.50 each, delivery extra. 
5.00 oe “oe Lid 





silk fringe. Price, $ 


Handsome Silk United States Flags for 
Church or Sunday-School Platforms 


U. S. Standard. Size, 52 x 66.inches, made of banner silk, embroidered stars. 
Mounted on 8-foot ebonized pole with brass tube joint surmounted with metal spear; 
trimmed with 6-inch yellow silk cord and tassels, rain cover, holder, and 2%-inch 
35. 00, delivery extra. 








Fine Outfit especially made for Sunday-Schools, Home 
Defense Reserves, Boy Scouts or Boys’ Brigades 











delivery extra. 


Banner Silk Flag. Size, 
on 10-foot ebony pole with large brass screw joint surmounted with 2a: -inch 
selid brass eagle, three yard 6-inch cord and tassels and stand. 
Smaller sizes of both Flag and Banner Silk from $10.00 up. Write for quotations on special outfits- 
FLAG STANDS, $1.00, $2.00, and $2.50 


x 7 feet, trimmed with gold silk fringe. Mounted 


s read 
Piice, $56.00 





New York Chicago 





THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
Cincinnati Nashville 


St. Louis San Francisco Pittsburgh 

















Give Your Scholars the Best Bible for 











CHILDREN’S DAY REWARDS 


Pocket Size Bibles and Testaments. 
Bibles from $1.35 up. Testaments from 35 cents up. 
Scholars’ Bibles with Illustrations. 


Prices $1.50 to $3.00. 


_American Standard Version 
** The latest and best transiation of the Scriptures in existence.’’ 


‘‘The most accurate translation of the Bible, which is the first 
essential to the student, and also the simplest and clearest in its lan- 
guage, and so the most easily understood by the average person. 


Order from your Bookseller, or send for catalogue and Booklet, ‘ 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers 


381 A Fourth Avenue (Corner Twenty-seventh Street), - - - 


‘The Wonderful Story.” 


- NEW YORK 
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Measure Up 
to the Children’s 


Standards ? 


Testament League, and — well here's 
their letter : 


14 Beacon 


* Just out. Full of stirring Gospel Songs at $10.00 for 100 
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Will You 


WO CHILDREN, ten and twelve 
years old, learned about The Pocket 


‘We decided to give one-tenth of 
all that we earned or received to 
the Lord. When we had one dollar 
laid aside, father asked us what we 
should do with it. He named some 
things, and also The Pocket Testa- 
ment League, and we thought that 
was the best, so we are sending 
you one dollar for that purpose. 
Since we have tithed we have 
earned much more than before, so 
we see that the Lord has blessed 
us. We hope that we may send 
more later, Hoping that many 
others will help your great work 
along, we are,” — 


ILL YOU be one of the many 
others? How many American 
soldiers and sailors will you equip with 
Pocket Testaments, at thirty cents for 
each Testament ? Please send your 
gift promptly to 


BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasarer; 
520 Withersboon Bidg.{ Philadelphia, Pa. | 


= a , 
Young Women! Notice! 


Do you want to TRAIN FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORK? 


Send for catalogue and par- 
ticulars. Some scholarships 
| available. Apply early. 


Churches! Notice! 


Would you like A TRAINED 
CHURCH WORKER OR 
DEACONESS? 

| Young women graduate after 
| a two years’ course. Apply 
| at once, Correspondence in- 
vited. Catalogue and par- 
ticulars on application, 























Write to Rev. W. H. Waygood 
Philadelphia School for Christian Workers 
| of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
| Deaconess House, 1122 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








| REV. WM. H. ROBERTS, D.D... Pres. 
| MRS.WM.L. McLEAN . . . . Vice-Pres. 
| MR.SAMUELT. KERR...... Sec’y 
| MR. THOMAS R. PATTON Treas 


REV. W. H. WAYGOOD, D.D.. . . Supt. 

















Wed.—Mark 12: 35-44. 


“ing themselves to their much-needed 
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(Not combined) 
Have you used No. 2 and No. 1? Then send for | 


New Songs Pentecost, No. 3, 


books - the only book at this price this year. 
Send 15 cents for a copy, or a card for returnable sample 
HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch Street, . . . Philadelphia, Pa. | 
F. E. HATHAWAY (Agency), 339 S. Wabash, Chicago, Ill. 


| situation, find it hard to rest in God and 
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ng at ees eos ae 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





May 20 to 26. 

Mon.—Mark 12: 1-12. The Rejected Son. 

The husbandmen had little respect for 
the servants, but they had less for the 
Son. The crowning sin of the world, 
as well as its greatest mistake, was 
when it determined to kill Him. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Presi- 
dent Wifson. His burdens are great and 
responsibilities overwhelming. Pray 
also for the Presidents and crowned 
heads of Europe. 
Tues.—Mark 12: 13-17, 28-34. 

Jesus Silences His Adversaries. 

When our Lord spoke he did so with 
a majesty and authority which made 
those standing around him stand in awe 
of him. Yea, every mouth is stopped 
and all the world is guilty before him. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for a 
quiet spirit before and at any grave 
crisis reached in life; for wisdom to act 
aright and for good judgment. 


Sincerity and Liberality. 
It is not how much do I give, but in 
what spirit and with what motive. To 
“he to Christ for his own sake en- 
ances the value of any gift, but giving 
to be seen of men robs the gift of its 
worth, no matter how large it may be. 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for a 
readiness to submit to the will of God, 
and that the often long-drawn out con- 
flict between our wills and his may end. | 
Thurs.—Psalm 2: 1-12. | 
The King and His Enemies. 

How unreasonable and absurd it is | 
| 





for. men to rise in opposition to that 
King. Men may plot, strive, and con- 
spire, but all such ‘rebellion is destined | 
to failure. Let us lovingly embrace his 
will and it will be our life. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: Pray for work- 
ers in the mission fields who are just on 
the eve of spiritual harvest if they can 
only show sufficient wisdom in taking 
the lead; that they may be enabled to 
live so near the Lord of the harvest 
that they will possess.an abundant meas- 
ure of his spirit and be led to do his will. 
Fri.—Psalm. 116: 1-14. Love to God. 

This is an intensely individual Psalm. 
“J,” “me,” or “my,’ occurs in every 
verse but two, verses 5, 19. It is the 
song of deliverance from peril, and the 
Psalmist’s full heart of love is going 
out in recognition of God’s delivering 
grace and power. Our love to God is 
divinely caused. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the ' 
editors of our religious press; for the | 
writers, artists, and the printers; that 
in this vastly important department the 
inspiration of God may be richly re- 
ceived in answer to prayer. 
Sat.—1 Peter 2: 13-25. 

Respect for Authority. | 

We must have respect unto the powers 
that be, for “the Lord’s sake” who has 
ordained magistracy for the good of 
mankind. Christian liberty must never | 
be used as a cloak for any neglect of | 
legitimate obligation. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
army nurses and Y. M. C. A. workers at 
the front. For the doctors who are giv- 





work—that they may in increasing num- 
bers be found surrendering themselves 
to the grace and guidance of the Great 
Physician. For the ambulance men of 
the armies. 
Sun.—2 Cor. 8: 9-15. Christian Giving. 

Christian giving is too often a neg- 
lected grace, whilé it ought to be as 
highly cultivated as any other. Giving 
to the Lord should be spontaneous, un- 
reserved, voluntary, systematic, and 
cheerful. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who by reason of temperament, bereave- 
ment, or trials resulting from the war 


to go on quictly and efficiently with the 
work entrusted to their care. 
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WHY GERMANY CANNOT 
RULE THE WORLD 


Dr. Gray Shows What Prophecy Clearly 
Foreshadows on This Subject 


Te further along we get in Dr. Gray’s 
latest series of contributions on Proph- 
ecy, now running in the Christian Herald, 
the more interesting they become. Every 
article leaves a deep impression upon the 
mind of the careful reader and brings a 
flood of light on topics which to him have 
been wholly unexplained till now. In his 
article on “How the Kingdom and the 
Church Differ,” he makes clear as noon-day 
the distinction with which comparatively 
few Bible readers are familiar. Another of 
his articles in the Christian Herald deals 
with the “Age and Its Apostasy”—another 
extremely difficult topic which he illumi- 
nates so that all may understand. The next 
; __, article to come, which will appear in the 
May 15th issue of the Christian Herald, is still more vital to the moment, 
the title being “Why Germany Cannot Rule the World.” A little later 
will come another contribution showing the bearing of prophetic fulfil- 
ment on_the events of to-day, the title being “Prophecy Changing the 
Map of Europe.” 

Another article for the near future is a “Glossary of Prophetic 
Words” which is a complete vade mecum or guide-book for the student 
of the Bible, and which will prove a wonderful help over the “hard 
places.” Can you, who read this, define the prophetic meaning of “Age,” 
“Antichrist,” “Armageddon,” “Beast,” “lhe Coming,” “The Parousia,” 
“The Times of the Gentiles,” “The Dispensations”?, Who are “Gog and 
Magog”? What is the “Remnant”? What is understood by “Restitution”? 
What does a “Week” signify in prophetic time? All of these are vital 
to the student of God’s Word. 


The wonderful series of articles by Dr. Gray, now being published in the 


CHRISTIAN HERALD 


has been used as a means to enlighten the understanding of many preachers as well 
as laymen. In hundreds of pulpits where the Second Coming was rarely or never 
alluded to-in times past, it is now a standard theme, overshadowing all others. ‘The 
end of the ‘‘ Times of the Gentiles,"’ the impending return of Israel and’ the restora- 
tion of Palestine, as well as many other events now taking place, indicate that we are 
in the border-zone of prophetic fulfilment. 


WHY YOU NEED THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY. $2.00 A YEAR 


N over 300,000 families the Christian Herald is looked forward to as the source of the greatest 
inspiration and pleasure. Each issue contains enlightening articles on the subject of the dav 
interesting bits about the great war leaders, and is filled with fascinating pictures, many of them 
from the war zone. Also many other features, including enthralling stories, articles, and poems 
Sunday School lessons, and hundreds of interesting items about religion. ¥ , : 


“FORTY PROPHETIC WONDERS” 


By REV. MICHAEL BAXTER a ' 


W* have ready for Severe Wins remarkable volume writ- 
y 


ten, many years ago, the Rev. Michael Haxter, 
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Prof. JAMES M. GRAY, DD. 
Dean of the Moody Bible lustitute 








entitled “ Forty Prophetic Wonders."’ ‘This book is 
known to very few now living, and is remarkable for many 
things. Dr. Baxter was an enthusiastic student of prophecy, 
and had collated all the best authorities of his own and pre- 
ceding times, and they are set forth in his book with his own 
comment and interpretation. As an example of his perspicac- 
ity, it can be stated that among the conclusions he then reached 
were the following : 


1, 19067-1919, Great European wars, beginning 24 to 10 years 
before the end of the age, including puabeblls a Uhutien wer ervess= 
eon. 


2. 1919, The Euphrates (or Turkish Empjre) dried up—Turkish 
power over Judea may notably decrease same time. 

3. 1919-1925, Great revival among Christians everywhere and 
preaching of the Advent. 

4. (1917-1919, Formation of the Ten-Kingdomed Confederacy 
foretold in Dan. 2 : 8. 

5. 1922-1929, J lem to be d aud the Temple rebuilt. 

Dr. Baxter’s book goes much further than this, both before 
and after the dates indicated. It is the most complete setting forth of Scripture prophecies to be 
found anywhere. He himself never assumed to fix dates, but assembled the views of eminent 
students of the subject and gave the average of their computations, It is, in his view, a time of 
the unfolding of many mysteries, and the outcome of his many years of devotion to the great 


prophetic themes will have a wonderful! fascination for all readers. 
| 
ara: 





























New York City. 


















“Forty Prophetic Wonders,” postpaid. 
SPECIAL Christian Herald 6 months (26 issues), regular 
subscription price $1.00. 
*¢ Mountain Peaks of Prophecy,’’ containing the 
articles on Prophecy by Dr. Gray, pre- 
= = ae ee ee ae ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ae ee ee ee er eee ee ee eee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 1121 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: For the enclosed $1.10 send me, postpaid, ‘‘ Forty Prophetic Wonders,"’ by 
Rev. Michael Baxter, ‘‘ Mountain Peaks of Prophecy”’ (containing the articles by Dr. Gray 
previously published in the Christian Herald), and the Christian Herald for six months, 


viously published in the Christian Herald. 
beginning with the issue in which is published ‘‘ Why Germany Cannot Rule the World,”’ 
by Dr. Gray. 
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